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The Centennial celebrations beforethe cutting of the ceremonial cake at the formal dinner on the Saturday night. MC Ben Hurley at the podium.
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High School celebratesahundredyears

The Opunake High School
Centennial celebrations
were a great success with
three days of events marking
the historic event.

Beginning with a powhiri
on the Friday at 1pm to open
the event there followed
a school tour and a meet
and greet to kick off the
celebrations. Two ticketed
events, a drinks and dinner
followed into the evening.
On  Saturday  morning
the school hosted their
Centennial Gala featuring
decade photos, hangi, and a
traditional gala, attractions
and stalls as well as music
and live auctions.

Saturday night featured the
key event of the weekend,
the Centenary Celebration.
600 attendee’s from all over
NZ and some from across
the world attended a drinks
and nibbles event MC’d by

Ben Hurley. The Centennial
Cake was cut by the two
oldest attendees who had
purchased tickets to the
Celebration event - Jill Uden
(nee Meharry) and Marion
Ahie, along with OHS
youngest current student,
Year 9: Jaiden Harrison.

On Sunday morning, all
four local churches came
together in the OHS Hall
for a combined service to
conclude the celebration.
Among those enjoying
catching up with old
colleagues was Cam Murray
who taught social studies,
English and Phys ed at the
school from 1968 to 1970.
He described Ron Burrow
who was principal when
he was there as “one of the
best principals” he’s had in
his 40 years teaching career
commenting he  would
sometimes find Ron would

have slipped him
whitebait he’d caught.

He was seated beside past
pupils who went on to later
teach at the school which
included Marilyn Irving who
was a student at the school
from 1966-70 and returned
in 1974 as a teacher of
commercial subjects.

Dot Fisher who was a pupil
from 1949-52 also returned
to the school working in
admin from 1971 to 1989.

Jenny Symon (nee
Cavaney) was also a pupil
from 1950-1953, returning
as a teacher from 1969 to
1978.

Another pupil was Marion
Tapakione Skinner Ahie
who was a pupil from the
early 1950s till 1953.

The latter three have
remained “bosom” friends
since their school days, their
friendship going back to

some

when they first met at infant
school.

Interestingly when asked
who their favourite teacher
all three said Mr (Bill)
Wootton.

Commented Marion: “He
understood kids and didn’t
look down on you.” Added
Dot, “He was one out of the
box.”

Artist Margaret Scott was
another former pupil who
returned in later years to
teach art for 7 years.

She recalls one student
from Thailand Thitipong
Pao Jimakusol who couldn’t
speak English. After 6
months however he achieved
94% in School Certificate
art and went on to work in
visual effects in films in the
US-Pirates of the Caribbean
and others. Julene Martin,
another of  Margaret’s
students, got 99%
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Former Opunaké High
School pupil Phil Hooper
who went on to teach at the
school met his wife Lyneyre,
another past pupil, when
they were just 16.

They were in the same year
at the school.

Phil, returning as a teacher,
became Head of Science
for a decade. These days
he teaches engineering,
building and Junior
Technology, Year 7 and 8.

Both recall the fire which
destroyed forty percent of
the school in their last year
of school in October 1982.

Phil also  humorously
recalls that in year 9 the
school had one computer
which was “guarded by
(teacher) David Nicholas”.
You could look at it through
the glass door but never got
to use it.
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New Zealand
in pretty good
shape

| was watching the week-
long wonderful Te Matatini
Festival in New Plymouth
last week, which showcased
Iwi at its best, with dancing,
song, dress and music. A far
cry from the norma Maori
cry of Maori poverty. This
showed that there are swings
and roundabouts everywhere
in cultures. Te Matatini
Festival brought thousands
to Taranaki. Interestingly
there were no beat-up cars or
vans, just flashy vans, buses
and 4wd vehicles. Not many
of the artists and people give
the appearance that they
were underfed, or on the
New Zealand poverty line.
Te Matatini Festival showed
us New Zealand is in pretty
good shape.

lan McAlpine
New Plymouth.

Crud
gover nment

On Thursday, February
27 Barbara Kuriger wrote
about our need to understand
the goals of her Party for
AotearoaNew Zealand. She
tells us we need to recognize
that economic  growth,
effectively managed, will
result in progress. How
stupid does shethink we are?

Wehavearuling party full
of bullies, drunks, liars, and
conmen. I'm sick and tired
of hearing their nonsense.
I've never seen a more
cynical, cruel government.
Barbaraneglected to mention
that this government has
intentionally  implemented
the policies that are making
it tough for ordinary Kiwis.

Unemployment stands
in excess of 300,000+
Kiwis and rising, including
thousands of public service
jobs cancelled.

Over 100,000 construction
workers are jobless.

Wages have not kept up
to inflation, workers’ pay
checks feel smaller.

Homelessness has risen to
100,000+ persons, thanks
to the government which
evicted families from state
and emergency housing.
People in Rotorua have had
to put their belongings into
shopping carts when they
had nowhere else to go.

208,000 kids are living
in poverty but are denied
a healthy school lunch.
The government is cutting
funding to food banks.

Rents are sky high; rent
should cost no more than
25% of your earnings. But
hey, landlords got a $3
billion tax break.

Health services have been
cut by $2 billion; soon 70%
of Kiwis who cannot afford
insurance will be paying for
privatized health care.

I’ve never seen a more
cynical, cruel government.
Barbaraneglected tomention
that this government has
intentionally  implemented

these policies. That's the
reason why families are
doing it tough, Barbara.
This party has been
elected to tell us that tax
breaks and other incentives
to the wedthy and to
overseas investors  will
somehow make things better
for ordinary Kiwis, who
have worked hard, and are
getting nowhere fast. Kiwis
are paying too much for an
improved economy for the
rich.
And then we get called
bottom-feeders.
Mary Moore
Manaia

Gaza

In the occupied territories
of Palestine, 40,000 people
have been driven from
their homes since January
this year, and told by
‘democratic’ Isradl, they will
not be allowed to return.

Continued on page 3.

ADELPHOS

Death of the body is a
certainty. It's a one-size-
fits-all reality—no matter
how rich or poor, short or
tall, educated or uneducated.
For those left behind the

feelings accompanying
grief  and  bereavement
(mourning) sometimes

make it difficult to think
straight and problem-solve
issues that arise. That's
why it's good to be sharing
a loved on€'s passing with
others: receiving and giving
support. Having a will can
lessen family stress during
this challenging time.

Of course, these days we
have people who can help
compile a Memorandum
of Wishes, these give

guidelines  regarding a
person’s preferences and
desires for when they are
dying and after death. They
can be made either with a
will or separately. However,
unlike a will, they are not
legally binding. While wills
are subject to the law (Wills
Act, 2007, as at 28 October,
2021), a Memorandum
of Wishes is not: they are
essentially  the  written
desires of a person. Wills
are activated by death and
carry conditionsthat must be
fulfilled in order to be legal:
They must be written, signed
by the person and witnessed
by two people.

Wills today are typicaly
entitled, “The Last Will and

Wills

Testament of Joe Bloggs...”
In past the New Testament
Bible has been known
as “The Last Will and
Testament of Our Lord Jesus
Christ.” The conditions
of Jesus’ will and testament
that God gave us are these
in Hebrews 9:15 (NIV):
For this reason Christ is the
mediator of a new covenant
(or also translated testament
in the King James Version
from the Greek diatheke),
that those who are caled
may receive the promised
eternal inheritance —now
that he has died as aransom
to set them free from the sins
committed under the first
testament.”

With wills, it's necessary

to prove the death of
the person who made it.
Because a will is in force
only when someone has
died; it never takes effect
while the person who made
itisliving (Hebrews 9: 16).
Jesus indeed died to forgive
our sins on Good Friday.
Therefore, His will is now
legally activated. And,
because God physically
resurrected  Jesus  body
on Easter Sunday, we can
also legally receive that
same bodily resurrection
inheritance as co-heirs in
The Last Will and Testament
of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Te Rangimarie,
Adelphos
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UNRWA have stated the
refugee camps of Jenin,
Tulkarem, Nur Shams and
Far'a have been “nearly
emptied of their residents.”
Those four camps aone
were home to some 76,600
refugee residents, forced
there by earlier Israeli
pogroms. “Innocent
Palestinian civilians are
being butchered, starved,
rounded up to then be
executed or stripped naked,
kidnapped and taken to
Israeli  detention centres,
already known as torture
centres for the Palestinians”,
according to Francesca
Albanese, UN  Specid
Rapporteur for Palestine.

What possible hope is
there for humankind that
this horror grinds on just
underneath our attention?
These images are those
of Nazi occupied Europe.
Remember the Nazi? We
have seen athousand movies
of them. Israel never stops

IFettersitoithe!

talking about Nazi Germany.
Yet, now, changed uniform
and changed country and
we don't see them anymore.
Same principles. Same
tactics. Jenin could be Nazi
Germany, only it is not.
It is Occupied Palestine,
in 2025 and our stupefied
government remains mute.
The Zionists are moving
faster now. Pushing toward
the greater Eretz Israel, and
while Trump holds hope for
peace in Ukraine, his other
handfeedsNetanyahu. While
‘the west’” rants it's anti-
expansionist propaganda
against Russia, it turns its
face from Palestine. The
most hideous genocide in
100 years.

What isto be done ?

Roger Morris
Oeo

Attention
Robert Shaw

Before you sell your house

and move on, please remove
your garden rubbish from
over your back fence. Itisan
eyesore for people using our
local Loop Trail. Walkway.
Y ou have been seen over the
years throwing trees etc over
your back fenceinto apublic
park. Not good practice for
“someone” who thinks he
knows everything.

Your back boundary is
a disgrace. We do have a
greenwaste depot.

A disgruntled neighbour
Opunake

Premier park
award

Many congratul ations
must again go to the staff of
Hawera s King Edward Park
photographed in the recent
Opunake and Coastal News
paper. They have maintained
their five star status from the
New Zeadland Garden Trust
until 2028.

Remembering in 2017 the
park received its first in a
series of accolades and has
continued it on, not only the
horticultural team, but there
has been community also,
which is extremely great to
see.

Now what really annoysme

the most isthat vandals have
somehow or other entered
our parks and reserves and
vandalised them throughout
Aotearoa., and then it costs
our council money for them
to be restored again.

People like those at
Hawera who have dedicated
themselves to keep our parks
and reservesfor usthe public
to see must be congratulated
and deserve all the accolades
that they receive, regardless
of where they all live, so
| say to these people, well
done and keep up the great
work you are all doing.

Tom Stephens
New Plymouth

Freezing

works

Seeing that wonderful
historical photo of Patea
Freezing Works, thanks to
Russ Standing, has brought
back many good memories
as aformer Waitarafreezing
worker.

We all knew that Pated's
freezing works was owned
by Britain's Vesty Group
and at its peak season it
employed nearly 1000, while
Waitara's freezing works
was owned by Thomas

Road courtesy

Everyone has probably
seen road rage incidents
on television where a

motorist has transgressed
in some way and another
fellow motorist reacts

out of all proportion
to the apparent traffic
misdemeanour.

| watched one recently and
two particularly enraged
occupants of one car attacked
the other vehicle, one with
an iron bar while his femae
partner actually jumped onto
the car bonnet and attempted
to kick in the windscreen as
the owner, resisting angry
demands to get out, sensibly
stayed in their locked car. It

was pretty shocking to watch.

The same programme later
showed another incident,
this time in central London.
Clearly someone had done
something to earn the wrath
of a fellow motorist — it
wasn't quite clear what — but
the young black guy looked
nervous as he awaited
the reaction of the other
driver, also a young man.

Then it came: Confronting
theguy hesaidin an ordinary
voice, I'm not asking you
to my birthday party.

Slowly the anxious ook on
the first guy gave way to an
uncertain, quizzical dowsmile
which ended in abroad grin.

With a parting comment of
Don't worry about it mate or
something similar they parted
company withafriendly wave.

It was so funny and a
little lesson in courtesy.
Worth trying next time
someone pisses you off.

Which reminds me, thank
you to the young man in
the orange ute who rescued
two damsels in distress
when backing down a steep
road in pursuit of a story, |
miscalculated the curve and
ended up with the car perched
precariously at an angle of
45 degrees over a large
ditch. With wheels spinning
unable to get any traction,

there was no way out of the
situation as the car looked
in danger of toppling over.
| wandered down the hill
for help and approached the
owner of a ute who, having
alsofailedto drivethecar out
raced off home and returned
with arope and towed us out.
No amount of reguesting
what did hedrink etc by way of
thanksfor hiskindness could
get him to accept anything.
Whilst he went off home
to grab some rope his
female companion admitted
this was their first date.
No doubt she was
impressed. We certainly
werel Editor

Scientists find more microplastics in human brains than in kidneys or livers

Micro- and nanoplastics
may accumulate at higher
levels in the human brain
than in the kidney and liver,
and levels of microplastics
found in brains and livers
increased between 2016
and 2024, according to

overseas researchers. The
team used a new technique
to look for plastic particles
in liver, kidney, and brain
samples from human bodies
autopsied in 2016 and 2024.
In the 2024 samples, plastic
concentrations were higher

in the brain and liver tissues
than in those from 2016, and
concentrations in the brain
were highest in 12 people
who had had dementia. This
link between microplastics
in the brain and dementia
can't prove causation, so

the researchers hope to look
at a wider range of tissue
samples to investigate the
health effects of microplastic
accumulation in human
organs next.
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Borthwick and Sons, then
CWS. It employed well over
1000 workers during its peak
seasons, plus there was and
dill is a freezing works at
Eltham.

| can vividly remember
both Patea and Waitara
freezing works during the
winter seasons played each
other a rugby, and the
same goes for Eltham as the
three freezing works played
rugby against each other,
and in the summer played
cricket against each other
also. The competition was

dallas(@robertangus.co.nz
Robert Angus Real Estate Limited

Office: +64 (06) 7582484

Licensed Real Estate Agents REAA 2008

extremely well contested,
but afterwards we were all
good mates. Also Waitara
freezing employed students
from Massey University
during their  Christmas
holidays.

So | am wondering what
freezing works are left in
Aotearoa, knowing that
Eltham still has her freezing
works.

Tom Stephens
New Plymouth.
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Lyneyre remembers Tim
Christiansen who taught

science. They still keep in

touch and he actually stayed
with them recently. Mary
Taylor who taught English
was another teacher she

Thursday, March 13, 2025

High School celebratesa hundred years

recalled fondly and says she
liked her teaching style. “I
had a rapport with her,” she
says though admitted she

was better at science than
English.

Cherryl Wylde and Eileen
Kapernick, both now living
in New Plymouth have
stayed fast friends since
attending Opunake High
School.

SCHURR IRELAND Cherryl’s favourite
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS teacherswere Mrs Stockman
and Mr Wootten. For

Eileen, her favourite teacher
was aso the popular Mr
Wootten. “He was a lovely
guy.” George Whitham was
another favourite who she
said was “great”.

Cherryl later returned to
the school to coach netball.

Neil Sulzberger attended
the school in 1961 as a third
former as did Cherryl.

Says Neil, Ron Burrows
who was principal, was
keen on promoting sports

ELTHAM
p. 06 764 8305

NEW PLYMOUTH
p. 06 759 0105

www.schurrireland.co.nz
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aong with “the overal
development of the
students”.
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Both Neil and Cherryl were
individually approached by
him to coach sports, Cheryl

You can

relyonus

www.rockgastaranaki.co.nz
foryour energy needs

Transform your home - all your hot water, space heating
and cooking needs from your trusted local Rockgas supplier.

Count on us - reliable delivery of 45kg LPG cylinders to
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TARANAKI

your community
Gall Rockgas Taranaki

to coach netball and Neil
who was by then farming at
Awatuna, cricket.

In the five years Neil
coached cricket, Opunaké
High School beat New
Plymouth  Boys  High
School. Quite a feat for the
country high school. “They
still talk about it today,” said
Neil adding it ruffled a few
feathers in the competitive
Boys High when Mr Ryder
was the headmaster.

Neil went on to become
Chairman of the Taranaki
Cricket Association for 18
years. His son Glen went on
to become a Black Cap.

Other sporting successes of
which Opunaké High School
can be proud attending the
Centennial celebrations
include former student Mark
Robinson who became an
All Black and is currently
CEO of the New Zedand
Rugby Union.

The school has dso
produced a Prime Minister
in Jim Bolger who now lives
on the Kapiti Coast but did
not make the Centenary
celebrations, though his
brother Paddy did.

0800 LPG 2 YOU or 06 757 9264

« KITCHENS - ALL KITCHEN HARDWARE - STAIRS
- WOODEN WINDOW REPAIRS - WARDROBE SYSTEMS
« SHOP COUNTERS - LAUNDRY CABINETRY

BRENT & JO RUSS
06 765 4058 | 021167 7037
. 78 Portia Street, Stratford
in2kitchens@xtra.co.nz
www.in2kitchens.co.nz
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Cherryl Wylde and Nell Sulzberger, former students
who came back to coach respectively netball and cricket.

The school has also celebrations and current MP
educated, including the Barbara Kuriger who also
former Prime Minister, attended.

the last three Taranaki-
King Country Members of
Parliament, Shane Ardern
who was at the Centennial

Continued next page

One of the honours boards in the Opunake High School hall acknowledging past

students successes.
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Those involved in the  Fevre (Events Manager),
organising of the Centenary ~ Andy Bedford, Kerry Walsh,
celebrations include the Suzie Pentelow, Stephenie

centenary committee: Tara Langton, Barry Skinner,

Andy Whitehead (Presiding
Member), and Tumuaki
Andrea Hooper Carr.

The Centenary celebrations

weretwoyearsintheplanning
and involved 170 students.
Also acknowledged are ex
- student Tara Fevre events

manager, ex-student James
Aitken - Videographer, and
photographer and ex-student
Caitlyn Manly - Centennial

book co-creater.
Congratulations to  all
involved in the historic
event.

Barbara Kuriger Member of Parliament for Taranaki-
King Country and husband L ouis at the Opunake High
School Centennial. Barbara and L ouis met at St Josephs
Primary School where Louis was a year ahead and both
attended Opunake High School. Barbara is the third of
thelast three Member s of Parliament for Taranaki-King
Country to have been educated at Opunake High School.
Barbara has been Deputy Speaker of the New Zealand
House of Representatives since December 2023 and MP
of Taranaki-King Country since 2014. She followed
Shane Ardern who replaced former Prime Minister Jim
Bolger in 1998.

4

w

Clearly enjoying reminiscing over old times were from left Cam Murray, Marilyn Irving, Dot Fisher, Marion
Tapakione Skinner Ahie and Jenny Symon nee Cavaney.
Quipped Jenny, “Dot ran the school.”

Opunake and Coastal News reporter Bryan Kirk and former Head Boy at the Opunake High School Centennial

catches up with Kevin Neilson (left) and Kevin's son Brody Neilson who wer e promoting Brody’s seaweed fertiliser.

L3 ¥ W

Phil and Lyneyre Hooper who met when they were 16
and werein the same class at Opunake High School.
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South Taranaki  District
councillors have voted
7- 4 to consult with their
community on a proposal
to join a Taranaki regional
water entity with New
Plymouth and Stratford
District Councils for
delivering future water and
wastewater services, as part
of the Local Water Done
Well reforms.

WINDOWS
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CREATORS OF THE ORIGINAL RANCHSLIDER

Fisher Taranaki

Loca Water Done
wel (LWDW) is the
Government's plan to

addressNew Zealand' slong-
standing water infrastructure
challenges which include
the rising costs associated
with  replacing  ageing
infrastructure, higher
consumer expectations and
environmental compliance.

The Local Water Done Well
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50 Rimu Street, Strandon, New Plymouth

fisherwindows.co.nz

Powered by
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Council to consult on regional water entity

reform programme replaces
the previous government’'s
ThreeWatersreforms(called
Affordable Waters) and aims
to provide local councils
with the choice of how they
will provide reliable and
safe water services to their
communities over the next
30 plus years.

Under LWDW Councils
can choose to deliver water
serviceseither by themselves
or with other councils as
long asthey meet all relevant
standards, can accommodate
the requisite infrastructure

investment and are
financially sustainable.
South  Taranaki  District

Mayor Phil Nixon says the
Council has been looking
at several different delivery
options for water services
since March last vyear
(2024), including delivering
water independently, as well
as working with Stratford

Mayor Phil Nixon.

and New Plymouth district
councils to consider what
joint water services delivery
could look like in Taranaki.
“In September we decided
to undertake more in-depth
investigations into three
models of water services
delivery. A South Taranaki
District Council (STDC) in-
housewater servicesbusiness

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

unit, an STDC council-
controlled organisation and
a regiona (Taranaki) water
services council-controlled
organisation (WSCCO),” he

says.
“Further investigation
showed that a South

Taranaki council-controlled
organisation on its own was
not financially sustainable,
which left two remaining
options, the STDC in-
house business unit and a
regional (Taranaki) water
services council-controlled
organisation.”

“ After really good and robust
debate, we agreed to consult
with our community on both
options, with our proposed
model being ajoint Taranaki
regional water entity with
New Plymouth and Stratford
District Councils.”

Mayor Nixon said the
discussion reflected how
complex and important the

decision in front of them
was and continues to be,
noting that both options
have their advantages and
disadvantages.

“Thisisjust for consultation,
thereis still alot of water to
go under the bridge before
we make a decision, no pun
intended, which is why it
will be important to hear
from our community on
what they believe is the best
long-term option for South
Taranaki.”

Consultation on the proposal
will be available from 30
April onwww.southtaranaki.
com and will run throughout

May.
New Plymouth and Stratford
District  Councils have

also both chosen a joint
regional delivery plan for
future water services across
Taranaki as their preferred
option when consulting with
their communities.

First
Thursday
of every month

‘as regular eye exams, we offer a variety of
vices including low-vision support
& post-operative care.

an appointment online or give our
am a call on 06 759 4126.
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Chemicals may expose firefighters to
higher brain cancer risk

Firefighters may face a
higher risk of brain cancer
because of the chemicas
they are frequently exposed
to, according to international
research.

The team says chemica
compounds caled
hal oalkanes, used in

flame retardants and fire
extinguishers, have been
linked to the devel opment of
gliomas - a common type of
brain tumour.

The researchers examined
the gene mutations in
gliomas from 35 US brain
cancer patients, 17 of whom

had spent time as firefighters.
Compared  with  other
participants, the firefighters
were more likely to have
gene mutations that
indicated hal oalkane
exposure, especiadly those
who had spent more time as
firefighters.

Among the non-firefighter
group, those with other
jobs involving haloalkane

exposure, such as car
painting and  machine
maintenance, were aso

more likely to have these
mutations.

Public consultation
Emergency Management Group Plan

Public consultation open
for Taranaki Emergency
Management Group Plan

Public Consultation is now
open for the draft Taranaki
Civil Defence Emergency

Management (CDEM)
Group Plan 2025-2030.
Todd Velvin  Taranaki

Emergency  Management
Group Manager states,
“With the increase in
frequency and intensity of
severe weather events over

Houghton’s

Plumbing, Heating & Gas Ltd

WINTER IS COMING!

Call us now to discuss installing a new woodfire or gas heater, or to inspect and service your

Contact us today!

Master
Plumbers"

Representing Excellence.

Master
Gasfitters

Representing Excellence.

existing fire or gas heating system.
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info@houghtonsplumbing.co.nz

Master
Drainlayers

Representing Excellence

recent years, our region and
nation are becoming more
exposed to hazards.”

“The time to get prepared
is now. We have seen the
effects of significant events
such as Cyclone Gabrielle
on other regionswho are still
grappling with the recovery
from these events years
later.”

The consultation period
runs until 8 April 2025, and
residents, businesses and
partners are encouraged to
share their feedback on the
group plan.

“It's important for people to
have their say on the draft
Taranaki CDEM Group Plan
2025 -2030 because we all

flooringdesign.co.nz

open for

play arole in the emergency
management,” Velvin says.

“This plan  recognises
the many agencies,
organisations and

individualswho areinvolved
inan emergency response. In
Taranaki, we aready work
closely together, whether
it's frontline emergency
services, Red Cross
volunteers or community
members with their
emergency grab bags, each
is part of the wider Taranaki
emergency management

Taranaki

system.”

Taranaki faces a range of
potential hazards, including
cyclones, earthquakes,
droughts and volcanic
activity. The draft plan
outlines how the emergency
management will collaborate
with the community and our
partners to prepare for and
respond to these disasters,
while aso setting the vision
and direction for the future
of emergency management
in the region

The next issue of the Opunake and Coastal News
comes out on March 27. Ph (06) 761-7016 to

advertise.
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Urgent need to renome horses

Kamanawa Horse
Advocates call out with the
urgent need to find homes
for around 200 Kaimanawa
horses from the Waiouru
Rangesin April.
The official 2025 muster
count will be completed by
the Dept of Conservation
(DoC) within the next 2--3
weeks and will likely confirm
that there are over 500 horses
in the Kaimanawa Ranges.
The push is on to find as
many homes as possible for
the 200 plus horses that will
need to be removed in the
muster which is planned for
ANZAC weekend.
The horses are generaly
healthy, and foaling rates
appear to be increasing.
Contraception for the mares
was introduced in 2022;
however, it will be severd
breeding seasons before
this significantly reduces
the herd size to near the
maintenance-level target of
300 set by the Kaimanawa
Wild Horse Advisory Group
(KWHAG,) including DoC.
If homes cannot be found,
less acceptable options
will need to be explored.
Keeping the herd at around
300 alows the horses to be
maintained in best condition,
while aso protecting the
fragile ecosystems unique to
the Moawhango Ecological
Zone.
Kamanawa horses, known
to be curious, honest and
- R T Z

Two foals.

friendly, are trained for a
variety of equine disciplines,
and are now being seen in
the upper levels of equine
competitions. They have
gained favour among the
equestrian  community as
highly competitive sport
horses, pony club mounts
and good all-rounders.

Kamanawa Heritage Horses
Welfare Society Charity
(KHH) continues to work
on the development of
rehoming incentives such
as subsidies for transporting
the horses from the muster,
support  with  welfare
concerns, and any treatment
or rehabilitationimmediately
post muster. There are
options for the new owners
to experience the taming of

awild horse, or to have one
trained initially by a proven
professional.

With very low numbers
of applications for horses
received to date, time is fast
running out for experienced
horse owners to apply
before  the  application

Grey mare and foal.

deadline in early April.
KHH is more than happy
to offer prospective new
owners support and advice,
and encourages anyone
interested to get in touch
now. Our welfare team

members are ready to help
with the application process.
Information and
applications on rehoming a
Kaimanawa wild horse can
be found at: Kaimanawa
Heritage Horses Welfare
Society: Website:  www.

kai manawaheritagehorses.

oo T
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]

Chestnut stallion.

org
Email: muster @
kai manawaheritagehorses.
org or www.facebook.com/
kaimanawaheritagehorses
Kaimanawa Heritage Horses
Welfare Team  contact:
Marilyn Jenks 021 933129
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projects.

We also specialise in unique
stone works for special

Taranaki owned and operated

We create all types of new memorial work and restorations, including
second inscriptions, repainting and cleaning existing memorials.

TiNY AUSTIN
021 663 199

tiny@headstonestaranaki.co.nz

Mental health screening

“critical”

for

chronic

pain treatment

About 40% of adults with
chronic pain have anxiety or
depression, accordingto new
research covering data from
more than 50 countries. The
research team looked at 376
studies comprising amost
350,000 people with chronic
pain around the world.
Those most likely to have
depression and anxiety are

women, younger people, and
people with a certain kind
of chronic pain where there
is no tissue damage, such as
fibromyalgia. The team says
systematically screening for
these conditions is critical,
as is making sure people get
equitable access to care and
innovative treatment.

ol
‘ -
Some of our services include:

- Convalescing
- End of life care - Companionship

Are you looking for care
or support in your
own home? <

- Post operative suppart l., '

- Dementia aid - Post natal support

~ NO REFERRALS REQUIRED ~
We tailor our services to meef your needs - contact Milly Carr
Phone: 027 320 1414 Email: milly@cherish-respite.com
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CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.andersonspies.co.nz

MON TO FRIDAY 6am - 4pm
PH 06 278 5553
sales@andersonspies.co.nz

144 Princes St
HAWERA

b est you can buy
an
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As we step into Autumn,
| am hoping for the much-
needed relief of rain for our
rural communities. 1 would
like to acknowledge the very
challenging situation facing
farmersin our region. Many
have said they haven’t seen
a drought like this since the
1970's.

Agriculture Minister Todd
McClay  has  classified
conditions in Taranaki as
a medium-scale adverse
event because of hot, dry
conditions and  below
average rainfal. That
classification unlocks further
support for farmers and
growers, including tax relief,
and it enables the Ministry
of Social Development to
consider Rural Assistance

Payments.
MPI has been working with
sector  groups, regiona

seymour i
WINDOWS

Davip MacLeop MP
NEw PLymouTtH

bodies, and farmers to
provide extra support. This
has included attending
farmer meetings in southern
and coastal Taranaki to
discuss options for getting
through this situation and
providing practical tips.

If you're in need of support
or are aware of others in
need, | strongly urge you
to contact Taranaki Rura

& DOORS

FOR ALL YOUR ALUMINUIM JOINERY NEEDS -
NEW BUILDS, RENOVATIONS, INSERT
JOINERY, RETROFIT DOUBLE GLAZING,

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

3 Sunley St, Borrell Park, New Plymouth
06 753 6910 | info@swd.nz | www.swd.nz
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Support for farmers and growers awaiting rain

Support Trust at 0800 787
254,

Our farmers are the
backbone of our economy
and have been for decades.
Since 1989, theNew Zealand
Dairy Industry Awards have
been a benchmark of the
New Zealand Dairy Industry,
celebrating innovation,
achievement and the best of
dairying in New Zedand.

Congratulationsto our recent
Taranaki winners. Trainee of
the Year, Saffron Astwood;
Share Farmers of the Year,
Ryan and Scott Anderson;
and Dairy Manager of the
Year, Martin Keegan. This
is astrong recognition of the
great work that you all do.
Well done!
Congratulations
Opunake  High

aso to
School,
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celebrating 100 years this
month. | hope the school
community, past and present,
enjoyed the weekend-long
celebrations. It was fantastic
to see so many people at the
gaa

I will be in Opunake on
Monday 7th April. Please
follow facebook.com/
DavidMacleodM Pfor details
of my next coffee catch-

up there. | look forward to
getting down the coast!

As aways, please reach
out if you need information
or assistance: 06 759 2580
or david.macleodmp@
parliament.govt.nz

David MacLeod
MP New Plymouth.

Study reveals flaws In
animal protection laws

The anima  protection
system in Aotearoa is
ineffective,  underfunded,

and at risk of collapse,
according to new research.

University of Auckland law
scholar associate professor
Marcelo Rodriguez Ferrere
warns that without major

reform, animals will
continue to suffer harm
without adequate lega
conseguences.

His doctoral thesis with the
University of Alberta, which
compares New Zealand's
systemwith Alberta, Canada,
identifies deep structural
flaws. These include
overlapping responsibilities,
jurisdictional confusion, and
a reliance on the SPCA -
an under-resourced charity
- to carry out much of the
enforcement.

“The effect of  this
enforcement gap is clear:
breaches of animal welfare
laws go consistently
undetected and  under-
prosecuted,” says Rodriguez
Ferrere.

“Not only does this directly
harm animals, but it
weakens the deterrent effect
of the law, alowing a cycle
of neglect and cruelty to
continue. In thisway, animal
welfare  underenforcement

frustrates the rule of law.”

A lack of financial support
for the sector has resulted
in inadequate training for
animal protection officers,

reactive  and delayed
enforcement, and areas
where no  enforcement
occursat all.

Our reliance on private
enforcement is outdated

and the biggest flaw in
the system. We need a
specialised animal welfare
unit within the police.

In New Zealand, three
agencies - police, the
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animas
(SPCA), and Ministry
for  Primary  Industries
(MPI) — theoretically share
responsibility for enforcing
the Animal Welfare Act.
In reality, that enforcement
falls to the MPI and the
SPCA and neither of them,
Rodriguez Ferrere argues,
have the resources to do the
job effectively.

“The SPCA has been given
the responsibility to enforce
animal welfare legislation
with regards to companion
animals, even  though
police and MPI aso have
jurisdiction,” he says. “It'sa
strange quirk of our system
that we rely on acharity with

Your Taranaki MPs are here to help you.

David MacLeod MP for New Plymouth

david.macleodmp@parliament.govt.nz
www.national.org.nz/davidmacleod

Carl Bates MP for Whanganui

Whanganui « South Taranaki ¢ Stratford
carl.batesmp@parliament.govt.nz « www.national.org.nz/carlbates

Barbara Kuriger MP for Taranaki-King Country

barbara.kurigermp@parliament.govt.nz
barbarakuriger.national.org.nz/

National

Funded by the Parliamentary Serice. Authorised by Barbara Kuriger, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

limited funding to do this
work. They do their best, but
it's not working.”

He believes New Zealand
should consider removing
enforcement responsihilities
from the SPCA, which
remains one of the few
charities in the world still
conducting private animal
welfare prosecutions.
Instead, he argues that their
expertise could be shifted
to state-funded enforcement
bodies dedicated to animal
welfare.

“The SPCA has done an
amazing job, despite limited
resources, but our reliance
on private enforcement is
outdated and the biggest
flaw in the system,” he says.
“We need a specialised
animal welfare unit within
the police.”

Rodriguez  Ferrere  aso
sees broader issues at play,
linking New Zealand’' s weak
enforcement to institutional

speciesism. He says people
prioritise the interests of
their own species, while
treating other animals as
‘property.’

“The legal classification
of animals as property is
speciesism in action,” he
says. “Aslong asanimalsare
treated as commaodities, their
well-being is directly linked
to the value they represent to
their owners and society.”
While removing the property
status of animals would be
too radical ashift, Rodriguez

Ferrere says a more
immediate and achievable
step is to strengthen

regulatory enforcement. A
properly funded police unit
focused on animal welfare,
he argues, would go a long
way toward ensuring the
law is upheld. Such a unit
operates within the city of
Edmonton, Alberta, with
significant success.

Protecting kids' respiratory health

Respiratory hospitalisations
among Aotearoa's under-
14s dropped early in the
COVID-19 pandemic,
followed by a big increase
and the rapid reappearance
of health inequities among
Maori and Pacific children
after protective measures
were removed. Researchers
who studied hospitalisation
rates from 2017 to 2023 say
the increase could be due to
‘immunity debt,” increased
wheezing in preschoolers
because of immune system
responses to  COVID

infections, and poorer access
to primary healthcare. To
address these ‘worrying
trends,” the authors say we
need to continue mitigation
strategiesin partnership with
Maori and Pacific health
providers. They recommend
an improved vaccination
system, promoting testing
and self-isolation with paid
sick leave, and protection
against indoor transmission
in key places like schools.

NZ Medical Journal

CECELIA'S ON TASMAN
89 Tasman Street, Opunake
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Greyhound racing claims another life
while industry scrambles to stay afloat

SAFE say they are deeply
saddened by the death of
greyhound Homebush Milo,
who collapsed and died after
winning arace at Addington
Raceway on Friday, 7
March. The cause of deathis
yet to be determined.

This marks the fourth
greyhound  death  since
Racing Minister Winston
Peters announced a ban
on greyhound racing in
December 2024, with a
20-month phase-out period,
citing repeated failings to

improve dog welfare.
SAFE Campaign Manager
Emma Brodie says

Homebush Milo’'s death is
yet another tragic reminder
of why this industry has no
future.

“Homebush Milo should
have had a life beyond the
track but instead, like so
many before him, he paid the
ultimate pricefor an industry

designed to fail him,” says
Brodie.

A confidential Greyhound
Racing New  Zedand
(GRNZ) document was
recently leaked to the NZ

Herald, detailing a desperate
attempt to overturn the ban.
The document outlined
plansto “rally the greyhound
army,” take legal action,

roll out last-ditch welfare

measures, and launch a PR
campaign to try and salvage
public support.

Despite the Government’s
clear position, the leaked
document also revealed that

Thedays of greyhound racing in New Zealand are numbered. RNZ.

Paris Agreement reguires urgent action

Greenpeace is slamming
climate minister Simon
Watts for claims that New
Zealand does not have to
meet our climate targets
under the Paris climate

agreement.
Weatts had told a group
of Federated Farmers

members that there was
no requirement for New
Zealand to meet its climate
targets, saying “It's not a
liability on our books, it's
intent and there is no legal
obligation in the context
around that.”
Greenpeace spokesperson
Amanda Larsson  says
“Watts is fundamentally
wrong. Our climate targets
are not vague ‘intentions
built on vibes. We are
facing an escalating climate
crisis - a fire that is burning
up our only home while our
childrenareinside. Theonly
appropriate action is to stop
pouring fuel on the fire.
“Regardless of what Watts
may believe, New Zeaand
also has a legal obligation
to take action to prevent the
climate crisis.”

In ealy February, the
Government announced its
updated climate target under
the Paris Agreement, known
as a Nationally Determined
Contribution or  NDC.
Greenpeace and many others
criticised thistarget for being
deeply unambitious when
it was announced, as the
target aims for an additional
1-5% reduction in emissions
between 2030 and 2035.
“Luxon’s Government is
waging a war on nature,
while the climate crisis
escalates,” says Larsson.
“We adready have the
solutionsto the climatecrisis
at our fingertips, and there is
no reason why New Zealand
couldn’t meet, and actually
exceed, our climate targets
with appropriate ambition
from the Government.
“What Watts has failed to
realise is that the actions
we take to protect our
kids future have added
benefits for our health and
livelihoods. Cleaner air,
safer streets, clean drinking
water, swimmablerivers and
more abundant wildlife.
“We know that the biggest

gibsonplumbing®

LTD.
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Plus! Roofing, Wood Fires and
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027 445 7164
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climate polluter in Aotearoa
is the intensive dairy
industry, led by Fonterra,
and the tools exist to reduce
emissions from intensive
dairy right now. The sector’s
relentless refrain that we
need to wait for magic bullet
technology isfrankly untrue.
“What Fonterraand |obbyists
from Federated Farmers and
Dairy NZ are pushing for
is to be exempt from doing
their part in the fight for our
children’s future. This is a
sector that already gets tax-
free capital gains, deductible
expenses and publicly-
funded research. Continuing
to refuse to take any climate
action simply means the
rest of New Zedand has
to shoulder that burden,
effectively subsidising the
already-privileged dairy
sector.

“Quite simply, we have too
many cows producing large
quantities of superheating
methane gas. We need to

reduce herd sizes and phase
out inputs like synthetic
nitrogen fertiliser which
enable these oversized
herds,” says Larsson.

“Ultimately, the future of
farming lies in ecological,
organic, plant-based
agriculture practices. The
Government - and Fonterra
- must support farmers to
transition away from climate
polluting practices towards
ways of farming that work
with, instead of against,
nature.
“Lobby groups like
Federated Farmers are
doing their members a
huge disservice by delaying
action. They should be
supporting  their  farmers
to shift to practices that
will be more resilient to
climate change impacts like
droughts and floods, while
also meeting the standards of
our biggest customers.”

GRNZ plans to continue
racing as usual in 2025,
which SAFE says will only
lead to more suffering, more
injuries, and more deaths.

“GRNZ continues to
put dogs in harm's way
instead of preparing for the
inevitable,” says Brodie.

“They should be working
on winding down races,
transitioning workers
out of the industry, and
ensuring every greyhound

is rehabilitated and rehomed
into loving families.”

SAFE is calling on GRNZ to
accept the redlity that racing
is coming to an end.

“The Government has drawn
a line in the sand, so GRNZ
has two choices: spend
the next 18 months racing
dogs to death or focus on
what really matters - giving
greyhounds the future they
deserve.”

ROOFING TARANAKI -
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Restor Ing apasa on with new business

L r—

Mike Walsh and the cab of a 1936 pickup heisworking on.

Mike Walsh says he can't
sit still and aways needs
to be doing something. It
should come as no surprise
then that the man who
until recently was the face
of Agrimec Auto Ltd in
Opunake has embarked on a
new venture, one that takes
him back to his two lifelong
interests of car restoration
and panel beating.

This new venture is Coast
45 Panel Works which
handles light panelbeating
aswell as car restoration and
operates out of a shed on the
Opua Road property which
his family has farmed since
1896.

“If anyone is looking to
get some work done I'm
available any time,” says
Mike. “No job is too big
or too smal. | can do a
complete job from scratch
to finish. Whatever their
budget is| can make it work
for them with a satisfaction

guaranteed result.”

He has a lifelong passion
for the American automobile
as can be seen by the 1956
Chevrolet which has pride of
place in the shed he has built
to house hisbusiness. He has
had it for 25 yearsand it took
him two and a half years to
restore, “between milkings.”

“l took the body off and
replaced every bolt,” he
says. He lifts the bonnet to
reveal a fuel injected LS1
Chevrolet motor.

“It didn’t come out like that
in the 1950s,” says Mike.
“She's a great little cruiser.
She goesreally really well.”

1950s models like these
were popular with New
Zedland sheep farmers
because of their sturdy build
and were built in Canada by
General Motors for the New
Zedland market complete
with right-hand drive. An
interesting feature of the
interior is the clock on the

Jol

left where you would expect
the instrument panel on a
left-hand drive vehicle to be.

“I've always had a great
interest in American cars,”
says Mike. “The 1930s,
1940s and 1950s were the
era when | think the redly
best cars came through.”

Inside his workshop is one
of his latest projects, the
cab of a 1936 pickup with
chassis nearby.

“I’vegot all thegeartomake
hub caps, firewalls, patch
panels,” says Mike.” Every
patch is different and every
panel isdifferent and they all
fit differently. They have to
be massaged to fit in.”

Mike's pane  beating
journey began when after
leaving school, he took up
a panel beating and coach
building apprenticeship with
Mike Bowman in Opunake.
He was there for five years
before going back to the
family farm. Including Mike,

Juffermans Surveyors Ltd

Jm o

South Taranaki offices are at:

Allen Juffermans

Surveyor

Juffermans Surveyors Ltd

Prospero Place
STRATFORD
06 765 4122

Te W’anake The Foundry,

High Street, HAWERA
06 278 4135

32 Ridgeway Street, WHANGANUI

06 345 0333

www.jsl.nz | info@jsl.nz

and his son who now runs
things, there have been five
generations on the family
farm.

Mike never gave up panel
beating though, and would
continueto do the occasional
job.

In 2012 Mike and Julie
left Opunake for Ashburton
where they milked 1200
cows. They were there for

Mike at work.

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

five years, and then bought a
heavy transport engineering
businessin Tauranga.

“l had a health scare, sold
the business and came home
to recuperate and get my life
back ontrack,” recalls Mike.
Agrimec happened to be up
for sale so Mike and Julie
decided to giveit ago.

“Wehad that for four years,
built it up to a nice business
and sold it on.”

His latest venture has
been going for a couple of
months and he has picked
up some business through
Americarna doing the kind
of work he has aways
loved, restoring classic cars.

“It's a great passion of
mine and a great interest
of mine. | like to see the
satisfaction when it goes out
the gate,” says Mike.

175 Opua Road, Opunake
Mike: 027 422 4394

OAST

45 PANE

ERVAVAR) RIS

CAR RESTORATION
Vintage ~ Classic ~ Street Custom ~ Hot Rod

coast45panelworks@gmail.com
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A new chapter of generosity:
The Legacy of Dr. George Mason to continue
through Taranaki Foundation

Taranaki Foundation
is proud to celebrate the
establishment of a new
fund following a transfer
from the George Mason
Charitable Trust (GMCT).
Dr. George Mason, who
passed away last year at the
age of 94, was a humble
yet generous philanthropist
whose contributions  to
science, conservation and
education have left alasting
impact.

In 2020, George was
appointed an Officer of
the New Zedand Order
of Merit (ONZM) for his
outstanding  contributions
to science, conservation,
and philanthropy. “1 haven't
married. I don’t need flash
motor cars, | don't need
motorbikes. I'd rather use
my skill to assist people,”
he said upon receiving the
honour. “I think it gives
you a lot of satisfaction,
seeing the benefit of your
contribution.”

George’'s connection  to
Taranaki spanned over 65
years, during which time
he played a pivotal role
in shaping the region's
environmental and scientific
landscape. In 1988, he

-_——-——r ,.__ p——

Kevin Nielsen, President of New Plymouth RDA, with Marley, the wonderful RDA

hor se.

portion of royalties from
George's  business
education and postgraduate

THRY 13N

over a decade, the GMCT

to supported New Plymouth

Riding for the Disabled

From back left: Treasurer Donald Betts, GMCT Trustee Brian Milestone, Taranaki
Foundation Trustee Dan Radcliffe, and GMCT Trustee Elise Smith. From front left:
Taranaki Foundation Chair Phil Hinton and GMCT Trustee Barry Upson signing the
George Mason Trust Transfer documents.

founded Taranaki NuChem

Limited (later Zelam
Limited), developing
successful crop protection
products  and timber

preservatives. A passionate
environmentalist, he served
as chairman of the North
Taranaki branch of the
Forest & Bird Society and
climbed Mount Taranaki
over 100 times.

Established in 1995, the
GMCT was founded for
the purpose of donating a

research, with a particular
focus on the natura history
of the Taranaki region. Over
the years, the Trust has
provided millions of dollars
in funding, creating study
and research opportunities
for young people across New
Zedland while supporting
environmental ~ protection
efforts.

Locally, many individuas
and charitable organisations
have also benefited from
George’'s generosity. For

(RDA), by sponsoring one
of their therapy horses,
Marley.

Kevin Neilsen, President
of New Plymouth RDA,
shared what this support has
meant, stating that “ Over the
past 10 years, Marley has
provided therapeutic horse
riding to more than 500
young people living with
disabilities’.

“RDA is a programme-

Dorothy Collett

Decorator Consultant

0276 303 224

based initiative where each
rider has goals to achieve.
Often, there are physical
benefits, such as improved
posture that  enhances
mobility. But you know
what? It's more than just
the physical aspects, it'sthe
spark in a child's eye, the
glimmer of self-esteem and
confidence.”

Another beneficiary is
Puke Ariki. For severa
years, the GMCT sponsored
a Summer Reading
Programme student over the
Christmas holidays. These
students were typicaly
studying teaching or library
sciences.

Gabrielle  Malu, who
participated in the
programme during her final
year of teacher training,
speaks highly of the
experience.

“l formed an excellent
working relationship
with the children and
their whanau who visited
the libraries. | am now a
teacher at Oakura School
and continue to have a
close working relationship
with the library team,
encouraging my  own
students to be active users
of thelibrary.”

Following Dr. Mason's
passing, GMCT trustees
reflected on how best to
continue serving the Trust’s
purpose. They decided to
transfer $2 million from
the Trust into a named fund
with Taranaki Foundation,
ensuring George's vision
continues  for future

generations. Taranaki
Foundation will administer
the funds as per the Trust's
wishes and safeguard them
in perpetuity.

At the time of the transfer
to Taranaki Foundation, the
GMCT trustees were Elise
Smith, Brian Milestone, and
Barry Upson, who shared
“Transferring the Trust to
Taranaki Foundation gives
us confidence that, even in
50 years' time, these funds
will be well cared for, and
the beneficiaries who were
so important to George will
continue to be supported.”

The George  Mason
Charitable Trust Fund, now
managed as one of Taranaki
Foundation's named funds,
will continue to distribute
$85,000 annualy to the
specified 26 beneficiaries,
with grants ranging from
$450 to $16,500 each year.

“Dr. George Mason's
devotion to Taranaki and
his lifelong commitment
to education and the
environment through
philanthropy have left an
incredible and inspiring
legacy.

Our goal a Taranaki
Foundation is to provide
local charities with
sustainable, long-term
income through careful
investment of funds. It is a
true privilege to continue
George's giving, ensuring
his legacy lives on through
theFoundation,” commented
Phil  Hinton, Chair of
Taranaki Foundation.

Consulting Taranaki Wide : SL‘IPPIy and Installation

dot@stylemyspace.co.nz

76 Rata Street Inglewood Taranaki

- HAWERHA GLASS
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Chiropractor settlesback in Taranaki

Back in 1918, Allan Bryce
of  Waellington  decided
to travel to Davenport,
lowa, USA to train as a
chiropractor after consulting
New Zealand’s first
chiropractor in Wellington.
After he graduated, Allan
came back and worked
in  Wellington with that
first chiropractor. He then
practiced in Napier before
the Napier earthquake,
finally settling in Hamilton
in the Waikato. His son
John Bryce aso decided
to become a chiropractor
and left for the USA in the
1950s.

John's sweetheart was
a tall woman from Ohura
in the King Country, June

Thursday, March 13, 2025

was Melva Denison and
June's father was caled
“the mad Irishman” by
the locals, Ernie Johnson.
Ernie, apparently banned

and
travelled to where his uncle
lived, on the other side of
the world at Tokirima near

religious  fighting)

Whangamomona. June

Johnson.  June's mother from Ireland (for political went to the Auckland area
EXCEED
ENGINEERING
STAINLESS STEEL & ALUMINUM SPECIALISTS
« CUSTOM FABRICATION « ONSITE REPAIRS & SERVICE

e 0273784053

« ALUMINUIM, STAINLESS & COPPER WELDING
« FOOD GRADE WELDING & FABRICATION
* PROJECT MANAGEMENT

>

jesse@exceedengineering.co.nz

Jesse Fowell
Owner

£

Do You SOMETIMES FEEL THAT YOUR
BODY IS LIKE A CAGE TO THE REAL
you? A LOT OF FARMERS,
HORSE-RIDERS AND TRADIES HAVE A
BODY WHICH USED TO WORK REALLY
WELL...SOME AREN'T EVEN THAT OLD

ver!

Hi, I’'m Dr Margaret Bryce, the
Chiropractor who talks about
subluxations. A subluxation is a
situation in your body where your brain
has lost control of the movement of a
vertebra in your spine. What
chiropractors do is find your
subluxation, gently get it moving and keep it m

oving so your brain

can run things properly again. Many people don’t know that
movement in your spine is essential for your brain to work at its
best. If you’re ready to have your spine checked for subluxations,
usually my examination is $120, but | am opening just 14
examinations for $30, which we’ll give to World Vision. | don’t do
any adjusting on that first day.
Call me now, leave me a message and I’ll get back to you:

A
DR MARCARET BRYCE

www.brycechiropractic.co.nz/

chooselifechiro@gmail.com

Corner of Plymouth and Koru Roads, Koru

020 413 67678

_—— e
' )
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The comfortable consulting room.

to study teaching and one
of her classmates was
Bessie Bryce, John’'s sister.
John and June fell in love
and were engaged before
John left to study. It was
to be four years apart,
but June came into some
litle money, enough for
a one-way voyage to the
USA.  John met June's
ship in Canada, and the
next Monday they were
married at a tiny church in
the USA, the congregation
providing a full wedding
with  bridesmaids and
flower girls and so on at a
day’s notice.

Right near the end of
John's 4 years of study
June became pregnant and
Margaret was born back in
Hamilton, New Zealand.

Margaret and her sister
Wendy decided to become
chiropractors and studied
for five and a half years in
Melbourne.

Back in 1988, Margaret
Bryceset up practicein New
Plymouth in Coronation

Avenue. In the first week

Manaia was her first patient.
In the first month a man
from Eltham consulted her.
“Bryce’ he stated, “is not a
local name. Where are you
from?’

At that time, Margaret's
husband, David Thorpe,
worked for the NP District
Council as a Community
Development Advisor.
He and others set up the
NP Foodbank and other
socia initiatives.  David
became a Christian and
moved the family to West
Auckland so he could
attend the Bible College
of New Zedand. *“I was
appalled to leave Taranaki,
the place, the people and
my family who had shifted
out to New Plymouth from
Ohurd’ Margaret says, “but
after 25 years practising
and living in Auckland we
finally got to shift back.
| wasn't alowed to work
during the Covid mandates
so we couldn't afford
our Auckland mortgage.
However, although we
weren't alowed out of
Auckland to look at houses,

1.4 ) ! ‘i

we knew we could live very
happily somewhere back in
Taranaki, so we bought a
house online, sight-unseen.”

Margaret and  David
bought on the corner of
Plymouth and Koru roads,
5 minutes from Oakura and
10 minutes from Spotswood.
They enjoy family here and
in Manawatu, and church
activities.

Now, 37 yearsinto practice
and 105 years since her
grandfather started practice,
Margaret has set up practice
in their house in Koru. No,
none of their three children
became chiropractors, but
their daughter AlexiaThorpe
is a therapeutic massage
therapist on the property
too. “ She has the touch” her
mother proudly says.

“We are very happy to
have come back to Taranaki
and especially to be part of
the Coast community - it is
amost too gorgeous to live
here.

We haveto pinch ourselves
just driving down Koru
Road”

DROP IN CLINIC | 20 MARCH

Our friendly nurses can help with:
« Childhood and adult immunisations

« Flu vaccine
« COVID boosters

- Cervical screening self-tests

- Hepatitis C screening

TUIORA
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Okatokidsexploretheir creativity withhelpfrom
NPDC Creative Communltl es fund

Okato  tamariki
expanding their |mag|nat|on
in an after-school art
programme thanks to funds
from NPDC's Creative
Communities Scheme.

Eleven children aged 5 to
8 have joined the Creative
Explorers, who meet at
Coastal Taranaki School
every Monday after class, to
experiment with abstract art,
giant muras, printmaking
and other creative projects
using recycled and natural
materials.

“We focus on the creative
process, rather than
finished products. Many
tamariki, especially in rura
communities like Okato,
have limited opportunities
to freely explore the
joy of art-making and
materials without pressure
or screens,” said Creative

Franzi Macigj (back) getscreatlveW|th from left, Tegan, 6 Bodhi, 7and Vlreya 6.

Explorers Facilitator Franzi
Macigj.

“Making art has a vita
role in lifelong learning
and wellbeing. Creative
Explorers offers a space
where children can follow
their curiosity and express
themselves, while having
fun and connecting with
each other. The funding
helped me provide a variety
of art materials and an
affordable programme for
local families.”

The Creative Explorers
received $2,475 from the
Creative Communities
Scheme, which  helped
buy materials and keep the
cost affordable for Okato
families.

The Creative Communities
Scheme is a partnership
between the government’'s
Creative New Zealand

arts agency and councils
to promote community
involvement, diversity and
young people participating
inthe arts.

Each year the NPDC
Creative Communities
Scheme distributes around
$50,000 on behaf of
Creative New Zealand to
local artists and arts groups.

Artists and arts groups can
apply for up to $2,500 each
round, but larger amounts
can be granted for major
projects.

Last year the scheme
helped about 40 artists and
arts groups.

Crestive Communities
funding is open to
applications from 9 March
to 6 April — for more
details see npdc.govt.nz/

M obile car avan gives free health checks

Free health checks at Okato.

A Lions Health Caravan
is now based in Taranaki
(Okato). This is a mobile
health screening service
designed to promote the
importance  of  regular
health checks, particularly
among rural communities.

Supported by Taranaki Lions
clubs, the caravan offers
free hedth assessments,
including measurements
of blood pressure, blood
sugar, cholesterol levels, and
lung function. Participants
complete a questionnaire,

YOUR BUSINESS

Call our advertising team on

06 761 7016

and get a 16.3% discount off our
normal rates *

*When you commit to an ad this size in each issue for 12
months and quote this number: 1807122

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

SALES, PARTS & SERVICE

ansag
= CENTRE

Farm machinery since 1986

3% NEW HOLLAND

06 278 5119

RAYMOND 0627 444 8861
PAUL STANTON 027 498 7277

CASE i

TARANAKI WIDE

undergoaclinical assessment
by a nurse, and consult with
a genera practitioner. If
necessary, they are referred
to their own GP for further
evaluation. Approximately
25% of participants require
such referrals. Thisinitiative
aims to normalize regular
health  checks  among
farmers, ensuring early
detection of potential health
issues and fostering ongoing
engagement with healthcare
providers. The caravan is

DID YOU KNOW YOUR
EMPTY FARM HOUSE
COULD BE BRINGING IN
A NEW INCOME?

All farm houses come under
the same law as urban rentals
and need to comply with the

Healthy Homes Standards.

CALL ME TODAY FOR AN
APPRAISAL!

available for all Taranaki
Lions clubs to utilize,
facilitating accessible health
screenings and appropriate
referrds  to  healthcare
professionals for anyone
who would like a free health
check. The doctor and nurse
donate their time towards
this, and we are looking for
some funding to help pay for
supplies etc.

You cannot missit asit is
bright orange.

Tyler

Property Manager

P 06 758 4397
M 027 542 1853
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Stratford  mayor  Neil
Volzke says he likes
the dlogan Lions move
mountains which was the
theme for Lions District
202D’s District Convention
held at Stratford.

“It shows that you are
united in your desire to
make a difference,” he said
in opening the district’ s 53rd
annual convention which
was held from February 28-
March 2.

“l doubt that there would
be few organisations that
contribute as much to their
districtsas you do.”

He said that the names of
Lions club members often

Thursday, March 13, 2025

Moving mountains with Llons

come up when the Council

announces its  Citizen
Awards.

The  current district
governor Denis Hurcomb

from the Kaponga Lions
Club had chosen Lionsmove
mountains as histhemewhen
he took office last year.

District 202D covers an
area from Uruti in the north
to Foxton in the south and
inland to Ruapehu, and is
made up of 33 clubs.

On the Friday night there
was a mix and mingle at the
Toko Hall before the official
opening and  business
session got underway at the
Stratford Memoria Hall the

N

* Design /Consultation

* Quotation / Estimation

* Fabrication / Installation
* Mechanical Engineering

newfon ALL DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL JOINERY

JOINERY

» Kitchens « Stairways * Vanities * Lounge Units
* Bench Tops * And more

67B BREAKWATER RD UP NORMA'S WAY * NEW PLYMOUTH
PH: (06) 751 5065
WWW.NEWTONGORDGE.CO.NZ

¢ Diesel Mechanical
Repairs

* General Engineering

* Taranaki wide

next day.

There was the traditional
flag ceremony with flags
brought in by students from
Stratford  High  School.
These flags included those
of New Zedland, Australia
and near neighbours in the
Pacific. Other flags included
those of the United States
where Lions was founded
in 1917 and Switzerland.
Also there was the flag of
Brazil, the home of current
International president
Fabricio Oliviera, aswell as
the United Nations flag. The
association between Lions
and the United Nations
dates back to 1945 when
Lions leaders were asked
for their input in drawing up
the United Nations Charter,
the only non-government
organisation to be o
involved.

The current vice district
governor, Mike Powell
from the Bell Block Club
was elected to take over as
district governor in July.
He says he looks forward to
building on the momentum

fo i
& B

OPUNAKE LAWYERS
Thomson O’Nelil & Co.

Our Opunake Office is attended by:
Robert England o Wednesdays
& Fridays

m & dlin es,f arms

A Sses;
Tra ts, WillsatE states.

FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
30 TASMAN ST, OPUNAKE

PH: 761 8823

set by previous district
governors. Chris  Pepper
was elected first vice-district
governor and  Graham
Robinson  second  vice-
district governor. Megan
England from  Eltham,
a past district governor
and past New Zealand
Council chair was elected
202D representative on the
Lloyd Morgan Lions Clubs

Charitable Trust.
A number of awards were
made. These included

awards to Normanby Lions
member Gordon Kennedy
for having sponsored 30 new
members, and to Michelle
Hofmans from Opunake for
her 10 year involvement
with Camp Quality which
focuses on children living
with cancer.

On Saturday night there
was a dinner and dance with
alLionsaround the Mountain
theme.

On Sunday morning there
was a Remembrance and
Rededication  service at
the Mary Alice Chapel to
remember Lions who had
passed away in the previous
year.

Organising committee
chair Leo Danz says there
were 185 registrations for
the Convention. He was
pleased at how the weekend
had gone.

“l was thrilled,” he said.
“It went very well. The
Friday night was brilliant.
The business session went
according to plan. On
Saturday night people really
enjoyed themselves and the
Remembrance Service on
Sunday went really well.”

He was also pleased to
welcome Cathy Sebat who
heads up the work of LCIF,
the Lions international aid
arm in New Caledonia. Leo
says he had got to know her

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

from histime as LCIF |leader
in New Zealand.

“She said to me years
ago | will come to your
convention, and then we
were together at the ANZI
(Austrdia New Zealand
Indonesia) forum in Bali and
| said how about it?’

Mike Powell elected 202D district -governor for 2025-6 with current district-governor Denis Hurcomb at the Round
the Mountain themed dinner at the Lions 202D District Convention.

Leo said something Cathy
said about people in New
Caledonia being willing to
give even though they may
have very little went down
very well at the convention.

Next year the convention
will be held at Bell Block.

Marine Products
Material Handling
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Fishing Gear - Fasteners
Fibre Ropes - Height Safety
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T:06 751 0607
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PO Box 3309, Fitzroy, 4341
www.sls.kiwi.nz

LIVING AWAY FROM
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He karere ta te Kaunihera o Taranaki ki te Tonga News from the South Taranaki District Council
J I . : 1 - i i 2 e

Welcome to this special quarterly edition of Southlink for Opunaké and Coastal News readers.

Councill to consult on Feeaes
a Ta 1" an akl r e g 1 On al R VR R—

Wednesday 19 March, 2.30pm
Manaia Golf Club, Bennett Drive, Manaia

Extraordinary Council - Hawera to
Normanby Corridor Submissions Hearing
Monday 24 March, 9am

Policy and Strategy Committee -
At Wednesday 26 February’s Council meeting, services delivery. A South d Monday 24 March, 1pm

South Taranaki District councillors voted 7-4 to Taranaki District Council (STDC)

consult with the community on a proposal to in-house water services business =

join a Taranaki regional water entity with New unit, an STDC council-controlled organisation and Flnd Ollt

Plymouth and Stratford District Councils for a regional (Taranaki) water services council- ~ s

delivering future water and wastewater services controlled organisation (WSCCO),” he says. ‘ more b Taranaki Coastal Community Board

as part of the Local Water Done Well reforms. “Further investigation showed that a South y &g{:, = :n Wednesday 30 April, 2.30pm

Local Water Done Well (LWDW) is the Taranaki council-controlled organisation on

Government’s plan to address New Zealand’s its own was not financially sustainable, which

long-standing water infrastructure challenges left two remaining options, the STDC in-house

which include the rising costs associated with business unit and a regional (Taranaki) water

replacing ageing infrastructure, meeting new services council-controlled organisation.”

environmental and health standards and higher “After really good and robust debate, we agreed - " Ordinary Council - Monday 26 May, 4pm

consumer expectations. to consult with our community on both options,

The Local Water Done Well reform programme with our proposed model being a joint Taranaki

replaces the previous government’s Three Waters  regional water entity with New Plymouth and Scan the QR code above g Unless otherwise specified,

reforms (called Affordable Waters) and aims to Stratford District Councils.” to find out more or Z X 128 meetings are held in the

provide local councils with the choice of how they =~ Mayor Nixon said the discussion reflected how visit https"//www'qia' " o X, ol Camberwell Lounge, TSB
. . . . . S govt.nz/Water-Services- 4 = 4 Hub, Camberwell Road

will provide reliable and safe water services to complex and important the decision in front of Policy-and-Legislation TR Hdm;em b

their communities over the next 30 plus years. them was and continues to be, noting that both : R :

Under LWDW Councils can choose to deliver options have their advantages and disadvantages.

water services either by themselves or with This is just for consultation, there is still a lot of

other councils as long as they meet all relevant water to go under the bridge before we make a

standards, can provide the infrastructure decision, no pun intended, which is why it will be

- : P e |
Sop Tl e ]
investment required and are financially important to hear from our community on what : D A Antenno

Ordinary Council - Monday 14 April,
4pm

Oaonui Hall, Surf Highway 45, Opunaké

Policy and Strategy Committee
Monday 5 May, 1pm

sustainable. they believe is the best long-term option for South
South Taranaki District Mayor Phil Nixon says Taranaki.

the Council has been looking at several different Consultation on the proposal will be available
delivery options for water services since March from 30 April on www.southtaranaki.com/ 4 .

2024, including delivering water independently, as  localwaterdonewell and will run throughout May. abscz:;r::anchﬁin,S :‘-he fastesbt arld e515|est v;/a.yt?f
well as working with Stratford and New Plymouth ~ New Plymouth and Stratford District Councils | meeting report or visit | garning about waterrestrictions,
district councils to investigate what a joint water have also both chosen a joint Taranaki model for il www.southtaranaki. “@ orany other Council news, is by
services model could look like in Taranaki. delivering water services as their preferred option o com/localwaterdonewell & downloading the free mobile app
“In September we decided to undertake more when consulting with their communities. ' Antenno.

in-depth investigations into three models of water Head to www.southtaranaki.com/
antenno to find out more.

Be the first to know.

Y = N x
Meal Planning ~
on a Buciget §

In an effort to help households stretch their grocery budgets while reducing
food waste, South Taranaki District Council is hosting a series of free workshops

called ‘Meal Planning on a Budget’, in collaboration with the Hawera Budget = —
e “  with Hawera Buclget
Aclvisory Services

Tuesday 18 March, 10.30 - 11.30am, 3
Tui Ora/Heartlands Building, 21 Napier Street, Opunaké. www.southtaranaki.com
Call us 24/7 on 0800 111 323
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Taranaki is in drought,
with Agriculture Minister
Todd McClay classifying
drought conditions in the
province as a medium-scale
adverse event.

This means extra funding
for Rural Support’s
counselling and advisory
services, as well as flexibility
around tax for affected
farmers, and the potential for
Rural Assistance Payments
from the Ministry of Socia
Development. Mr McClay
said the government is
making $30,000 available
to rural support groups who
are working closely with
farmers on the ground in
Taranaki.

“Taranaki is experiencing
hot, dry conditions and
below-average rainfall,”
says Mr McClay. “This has
affected pasture growth and

Gibbs welcomed the
announcement..

“The lack of any decent
rain for severa months,
compounding a year and
a half of much lower than
usua rainfal, is causing
huge stress for farmers,”
she said. “That’s especially
in the Manaia, Hawera
and Kakaramea hotspots.
They’ve never seen it so
extremely dry, so early.”

“On top of bank interest
rates and other costs, this
is just another big layer of
worry for those farmers.”

She says water tables are
very low and farmers have
had to truck in water as well
as feed.

“Getting enough water and
feed for the animals they
feel a huge duty of care for,
weighs on their mind.

. “Where it's needed, dairy

farmershave had to feed out  herds are being dried off
or sell livestock earlier to fill early and al stock that’'s
the gap.” not needed for next year has
Taranaki Federated already goneto the works.
Farmers president Leedom  “Drought impacts can
Ill
RuralSupport

Pl

Rurwe S‘umwu‘ are /fmviry a Gaef @ay at
Opmm/(e Gaéf Course on 4 ﬂrn,«ﬂ, startiry 9:30
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No sign yet of much needed rain
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Sceneslike this are common on farmland around the coast asthe drought continuesto bite.

be like a slow-moving
landslide, and the earlier you
respond to it as afarmer and
get plans in place, the better
off you are,” she says.

Taranaki Rural Support
Trust co-Ordinator Marcia
Paurini says lack of soil
moisture and lack of water
for bores and wells and
aquifers have been top of
mind for farmers at recent
Drought workshops she has
attended.

Shecitesapresentation that
NIWA principa weather
scientist Chris Brandalino
had made to the Rura Co-
ordination Group.

“It'snot looking likewe' re
getting rain until the end of
April which is two months
away,” she says. “I’ve just
been to Lepperton where it’s
very dry. Uruti and Urenui
are very dry, so we've got
new patches coming up,
joining places like Manaia

Autumn is here.

Have you got your Autumn
fertiliser programme sorted?

Give us a call and book in a date
that suits for your application.

We have the knowledge and
skills to help you!

and Pihama.”

She says after last week’s
rain she had heard reports of
some farmers getting 20mm
or 30mm while other places

hadn’t received any at all.
“Six mm a day is
lost through wind and

evaporation, so it’s got to be
a real soaking deeper than
a spade level, otherwise the
wind evaporates it all.”
So how do Coastd
Taranaki farmers see it?
“It's really tough out
there,” says Simon Lynskey.
“We’ve been dry since
December. You always
expect to see it dry in
February-March, but you’re
seeing that in December-
January. Last year we had
two thirds of the normal
rainfal. This year we're
doing a whole lot less.
Production is well down
and the costs are well up as
we’re having to buy in a lot

of feed. Day to day we're
busy feeding out to the cows
and reviewing the budgets.”

He says they are fortunate
this year with the higher
forecast payout price.

“You still like to think
there’s a profit to be made,
but if you’re milking for a
couple of months and buying
extrafeed that’s going to eat
into your profits.”

He says the 16mm rainfall
which fell on Tuesday last
week had no effect.

“With the amount of wind
the next day it didn't have
a chance to sink in. Redly
what we're hanging out for
is a cyclone to drop 100mm
on the way through.”

Opunake farmer Darrell
Hickey also says a lot more
rain is needed.

“The drought’s bad but the
real problem is that it’s got
incredibly drier over the last
two years,” he says. “You

CONTACT US

O 067551685
® 021324283
e taranaki@skyworkhelicopters.com

can get some rain and grow
grass, but you will need a
[ot more rain in the next six
months to wet the ground to
get it back to where it should
be.”

He says the drought
has been very localised.
Opunake, the south and the
coast have been the worst
affected, while north and
east of the mountain have
been less so.

“Everybody is doing their
best and hopefully it rains.
Autumn’s coming on. Even
in the last few days, you're
seeing the days are getting
shorter and the nights are
getting cooler.”

Patrick Stevenson from
Pihama says it has “been a
challenging period for afew
of us out here.”

“In the coastal areayou get
a dry spell every 5-6 years,
but this one has tested the
patience a bit.”

He says he had decided
“early on” to reduce the
stocking rate.

“We went on to once a day
in early February to protect
cow condition and maintain
some level of production. If
there’s no significant rain
by the end of March, we are
going to have to make some
tough calls on drying off
early.”

“I's common for the
coastal areato deal with one
of these events every 6-7
years. Theyounger oneswho
may not be used to it tend to
get down and think it's not
going to rain. All you can
do is weigh up the different
variables and concentrate on
the things you can control
and hang on till when it does
rain.”
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Royal A & P Show coming to Stratford

The Royal Agricultural
& Pastora Show of New
Zedand is back in 2025, and
is headed to the Stratford
District with a celebration of
rural excellence.

The Roya Agriculturd
& Pastoral Show of New
Zedland is the pre-eminent
event of the showing
caendar and provides the
opportunity for exhibitors
and competitors from across
the country to compete at the
national level.

“We're excited to see
the Roya  Agriculturd
& Pastoral Show of New
Zealand return again in
2025," says Rachel Walker,
President of the Roya
Agricultural Society of New
Zeadland.

“From cattle to sheep,
alpacas, donkeys, pigs
and equestrian sections, to
shearing, home industries
and wood chopping, the
2025 Royad Agricultura
Show of New Zealand has
something for everyone, says
Rachel. “And that’s just the
beginning of what will be
on show for the three-day
event from 28-30 November
2025.”

With 64 Breed and Kindred
Societies representing many
more, the Royal Agricultural
& Pastoral Show of New
Zealand will have arange of
animals on show.

Paul Vanner, President
of the Stratford A&P
Association says ...

“It is an honour and
a privilege to work in
partnership with the Royal
Agricultural Society to host
a Royal Show at Stratford

Evolution
can improve
ability to
evolve

The ability to evolve can
help species avoid going
extinct, and new research
led by New Zedand
scientists based overseas
shows how this adaptability
itself evolves. They spent
three years experimenting
on a bacteria species so it
would alternate between
two types—those that form
mats of cells by producing
cellulose, and those that
don’'t produce cellulose but
colonise such mats instead.
The researchers selected and
grew those that alternated
between the types, creating
lineages of bacteriathat were
good at switching traits.
They traced this property
back to agenetic processthat
mutated up to 10,000 times
faster in these lineages than
in the original bacteria, and
say their findings show how
disease-causing  microbes
might evolve quickly.

Science

Yy P

A range of animalswill be on show at Stratford.

A& P Show 2025, being held
weekend of 28-30 November
2025.

This is a unique

opportunity to fully explore

and capture the roya
status of Agricultural and
Pastoral to enhance our all-
encompassing event that
includes livestock, trade

exhibits and entertainment
for our community.”

There will aso be severa
trade spaces where local and
national farm equipment

suppliers can show off the
latest in their technology, as
well as the ability to sample
and buy some of the best
local foods and crafts.

You will not want to miss
the 2025 Royal Agricultural
Show of New Zeaand
hosted by Stratford A&P
Association - so mark your
calendars now.

The Roya Agricultura
& Pastoral Show of New
Zealand was first held
in 1924 and is hosted in

partnership  with  A&P
Associations across  the
country.

A Roya Show can be
awvarded to one North
Island and one South Island
Association in each season.

The Roya Agricultura
& Pastora Show of New
Zedland showcases rurd
excellence, and the best
of showing across the
country. It provides the
opportunity for exhibitors
and competitors from all
classes to show, including
from the RAS Breed and
Kindred Societies.

While each breed section
has a Champion, there is
also a Supreme Champion
for each area section, and an
overall Supreme Animal of
the Show.

We're bringing something new
to Central District Field Days!

Come and see our Okato display home at stand ENT7 / 8 just
inside the main entrance. 13th to 15th of March.

»

build
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Opunake brothersare Taranaki
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shar e farmersof the year

Brothers Ryan and Scott
Anderson have been named
the 2025 Taranaki Dairy
Industry Awards Share
Farmers of the Year. Martin
Keegan was named the 2025
Taranaki Dairy Manager
of the Year and Saffron
Astwood the 2025 Taranaki
Dairy Trainee of the Y ear.

Ryan and Scott, supported
by their sister Kate, are
50/50 Sharemilkers across
three properties at Opunake,
totalling 470ha and 1215
cows. They won $8,000 and
SiX merit awards.

The sblings grew up
on a farm and enjoy the
flexibility farming provides
their young families. “We
were all brought up on farm
and want the same for our
children,” they say.

A qualified builder, Ryan
believes he and Scott use
their different  strengths
across the business in the
best places possible.

“Our low-cost system
focuses on profitability not
production.”

Scott holds a Bachelor of
AgCommerce and identifies

interest ratesdoubling within
their first year of business as
achallenge.

‘We had to work as
efficiently as possible and
reduce costs anywhere we
could while still maintaining
excellent dairy practices.”

Together with Kate, the
brothers enjoy spending
time with family and
emphasi se the importance of
maintaining a healthy work/
life balance.

Future farming goals
include expanding their
50/50 sharemilking

business and achieving land
ownership.

Runner-up was first-time
entrant Matthew O’ Connell
who is contract milking
on Simon and Gillian
O’ Connell’s, 330-cow
Hawera 97ha farm.

Third  placegetter was
Roshan Jayadheera who
contract milks on Wayne
Robinson’s 112ha, 400-cow
farm at Kaponga.

Taranaki Dairy Manager of
the Year Martin Keegan is
farm manager for Stephen
and Linda Carter on their

94ha property, milking 246
cows at Inglewood.

Martin trained as a diesd
mechanic and spent ten years
working in New Zealand
and Canada as a field service
technician specialising in
tractors and harvesting
equipment.

“This is technicaly my
first season dairy farming,
however 1 was born and
raised on a dairy farm,” he
says. “l love that | can be
having a day from hell and
it can be fixed by getting a
nudgefrom apet cow —I give
her ascratch, have achat and
feel amillion bucks.”

A dry summer during his
first season forced Martin
to look at the way he was
feeding his cows, while
making decisions around
shade and using different
techniques to reduce stress
on the animals.

“l like a chalenge and
farming gives me plenty of
that.”

Runner-up was Jordan
Bell, who currently works
on Barry Goble's 190ha
Waitotara property, milking
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From left. Dairy Trainee of the Year Saffron Astwood,
Share Farmers of the Year Ryan and Scott (absent)
Anderson, Dairy Manager of the Year Martin Keegan

530 cows.

Third placegetter was
Daniel Woodfield who is
farm manager on Ryan
Goble's 174ha  Warea
property, milking 444 cows.
Taranaki Dairy Trainee of
the Y ear is Saffron Astwood
who is farm assistant
on Brian and Beverly

Maxwell’s 99%ha Tikorangi
property, milking 400 cows.
Saffron was  runner-up
in the same category in
2024 and says the benefits
of the Awards programme
included learning new skills,
making great friends and
putting herself out of her
comfort zone. “I proved to

myself that | can achieve
anything | put my mind to.”

Saffron would like to see
stockmanship continue to
be held in high regard in
farming. “With al the new
technology, it could be easy
for people to dip in their
stockmanship skills as they
may only be with the cows
in the shed.”

“It's important that new
people coming into the
industry have exposure to
safe and appropriate ways to
handle cows in al situations
is key to having cam and
relaxed routine for them.”

Shicaela Kane  was
announced runner-up in the
Dairy Trainee category and
isfarm assistant for Dominic
Schuler on his 300-cow,
95ha Hawera farm. She was
placed third in the same
category last year.

Sunil Sah placed third.
He is a farm assistant on
Hayden and Bridget Goble's
Tataraimaka 240ha property,
milking 570 cows.

Fonterra s palm kernel supply link under question

Greenpeace Aotearoa says
Fonterra’'s entire  supply
chain is tainted with illegal
palm products after all of
the major importers of palm
kernel into New Zeaand
have been found to be
illegally operating pam
plantations in Indonesia.

A decree from the
Indonesian Minister
of Forestry released a
liss of 436 companies

operating palm plantations
without proper permits in
Indonesian forest areas. New
Zedland's main importers

of pam kernel - Wilmar

International, Viterra, GAR,
Musim Mas and Apical - are
all implicated in this list of
illegal operators.
Greenpeace spokesperson
Sinéad Deighton-O'Flynn
says, “ Over thelast 20 years,
nearly 10 million hectares
of primary forest have been
destroyed in Indonesia, and
palm plantations have been
the leading driver of that
deforestation. It is shameful
that New Zedland's dairy
industry, led by Fonterra,
continues to contribute to
this destruction through its
reliance on palm kernel.”

New Zedland is the
world’s biggest importer
of palm kernel, importing
nearly 2 million tonnes
annually from Southeast
Asia. Palm kernel is used
as a supplementary feed
for dairy cows, particularly
during dry summer months
when there isn't enough
grass to feed the dairy herd.
The main importer of palm
kernedl to New Zedand
is Wilmar International,
the parent company of
Agrifeeds, which sells its
pam kernel exclusively
through Fonterra's Farm

Source stores.

“This new  evidence
indicates that Fonterra and
Agrifeeds are both complicit
in deforestation and the
destruction of rare wildlife
habitat in Southeast Asia,”
says Deighton-O’ Flynn.

“When Fonterra  uses
deforestation-linked  palm
kernel, it becomes embedded
initsdairy products, tainting
its entire supply chain.
This means products like
Kit Kat, Snickers bars and
Milo, which are made with
Fonterra's dairy, are linked
to deforestation too.”
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Combined with the CSL Milkflow Controller,
the CSL Lobe pump accommodates the large
wash volumes required in today’s dairy sheds
without compromising milk quality.

Visit our site at Central Field Days - Sites J27/J28 - March 13-15

An analysis published
by Greenpeace Indonesia
indicated that as of 2019,
illega oil pam plantings
in Indonesia’s forest estate
occupied 183,687 hectares
of land previously mapped
as  orangutan habitat
and 148,839 hectares of
Sumatran  tiger  habitat.
Both species are criticaly
endangered.

In Decree  36/2025,
Indonesia's Minister  of
Forestry revealed that over
1 million hectares of forest
are being used for pam
plantations illegally, with
790,474 hectares in the
process of settlement, while
317,253 hectares have been
rejected for settlement.

Deighton-O’Flynn
says, “Fonterra  made
a commitment to zero
deforestation in its supply
chains by 2025, and its
biggest customers like
Nestlé, MARS and Danone

al have Zero Deforestation
policies. However, this
Indonesian Government
decree implicates all of
these companies in illegal
operations and associated
historic deforestation in
Indonesia.”

Wilmar International, and
many of the other companies
listed hold Roundtable on
SustainablePalm Oil (RSPO)
certifications. A Greenpeace
report from 2021, found that
certifications like RSPO
are weak tools to protect
rainforests and peatlands
from deforestation.

“Fonterra must ban the
use of rainforest-destroying
pam kernel on al of its
farms across the country
in light of these new
developments. The company
cannot continue to claim to
be deforestation-free while
relying on this destructive
feed.”

NZ FARMERS gE\35316[014¢
Bryan Goodin & Sheldon Keech
SERVICING FARMERS

ON THE COAST
Dairy stock - Herds - Heifers - Calves
* Service Bulls ¢ Beef Cattle
* Pigs & Sheep

Weekly Wednesday Stratford Sale

Goodie: 027 531 8511
Keechy: 027 222 7920
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Feds welcome support for drought-hit regions

With western parts of four
regions being burned to a
crisp, Federated Farmers
provincial presidents are
pleased the Government is
being proactive in declaring
medium-scale adverse
events.

Northland president Colin
Hannah says the declaration
isrecognition of the growing
seriousness for farmers of
well-below-normal rainfall.

The medium-scale adverse
event  declaration also
appliesto Waikato, Horizons
and Marlborough-Tasman,
and follows the same status
being called in Taranaki on
27 February.

“From the North Cape

right down the west coast of
Northland, there’'s a major
issue,” Hannah says.

“In Wellsford, springs and
wells are drying up, putting
huge pressure on stock water
availability.”

Federated FarmersWaikato
president Keith Holmes says
the weather pattern is very
unusual, and distressing for
those farmers hit hardest.

“West of the Waikato River
it's drought conditions.
Areas like Tuakau, Piopio
and Mahoenui aren’t getting
any rain.

“East of the river
getting quite serious too.

“Springs  and wells
providing  stock  water
have dried up, and farmers

it's

are moving to once-a-day
milking and sending stock to
the works early.”

Holmes says sheep and
beef farmers relying on
income from grazing dairy
cattle from eastern parts of
the region are running out
of feed, and some are having
to send them back early in
skinny condition.

“That's a big hit on their
incomes, and on the dairy
farmers trying to capitalise
on the strong milk prices.

“Maize crops may look
good, but with insufficient
water, they’re putting on
minimal cob and come
harvest time they'll have
very little feed value.

“Dairy farmers relying on

Sunniest place in the country

Hawera received just 8mm
rainfall in February, one of
several centres to receive
less than 10mm according to
the February NIWA Climate
Summary.

Twelve locations observed
record or near-record low
February rainfall totals.
It was particularly dry in
Dargaville and Whanganui,
with each location observing
just 2 mm of rain.

Taranaki was dso the
sunniest location so far
for 2025 with 621 hours,
followed by West Coast
(606 hours), Mackenzie
Basin (584 hours), and
Central Otago (582 hours).

Temperatures were above
average or well above
average for most regions of
the country, while rainfall
was below normal or well
below normal in amost all
regions of the country.

At the end of February, soil

moisture levels were lower
than normal for most of the
North Island, parts of the
West Coast, inland northern
Canterbury, coastal parts
of the South Idland from
Dunedin to Invercargill, and
Stewart Island.

Soil moisture levels were
typicaly near  norma
elsawhere. According to the
New Zealand Drought Index,
very dry or extremely dry
conditions were present in
western parts of Northland,
Auckland, much of
Waikato, Taranaki, northern

and western Manawata-
Whanganui, southern
Westland, Queenstown-

Lakes, northern Fiordland,
and Stewart Island.

February 2025  was
characterised by above
normal mean sea level

pressure (MSLP) over and
to the south of Aotearoa
New Zealand. This led to
extended periods of settled

weather the
country.

Queenstown and Hokitika
observed their  sunniest
February on record, with
275 hours and 278 hours
of sunshine, respectively.
A further 12 locations
observed near-record high
sunshine hour totals from as
far north as Kaitaia to as far
south as Dunedin.

The highest temperature
of 33.0°C was observed
at Kawerau on 4 February
and Clyde on 15 February,
whilethe lowest temperature
was 2.1°C, observed at
Manapouri on 3 February.

throughout

Of the six main centres in
February 2025, Auckland
was the warmest, driest and
sunniest, Dunedin was the
coolest, Tauranga was the
wettest, and Christchurch
was the least sunny.

maize for supplementary
feed are going to come
unstuck quickly.”

Holmes says he's grateful
to Ministers Todd McClay
and Mark Patterson for
caling it early.

The $100,000 for rural
support groups in the four

provinces will help, and the
adverse event classification
also unlocks tax relief for
farmers and growers and
enables the Ministry of
Social Development to
consider Rural Assistance
Payments.

“For any farmers a bit slow

to react to the threat, this
will aso help bring it front
of mind and galvanise them
into action,” Holmes says.

“If March stays dry, it
doesn’t set up farmers well
for winter in the five affected
provinces.”
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Gypsy Rose, a newly born Highland calf from Stoney Oaks Wildlife Park.

CALL

0800707404
(option 2)
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Partnering with DONAGHYS

to provide you Facial Eczema Protection this Spores Season

From $65 per Hectare

e Offers up to six weeks protection

e Eliminates spores in pasture which cause toxins to build up in
the liver of stock.

« No withholding period.

Sandford Concrete
Sprea ford
Progress Transport

T's & C’s Apply - Includes MYCOTAK, MYCOWET, NBOOST - Excludes NITROGEN
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Stratford Minisprint
competitor Karl Uhlenberg
dominated the field to win
the Central Quarries &
Crushing New Zealand
Minisprint Grand Prix at
Stratford Speedway on
March 1, his second title
win in five weeks after
he also won the New
Zealand Championship
in Palmerston North on
January 25. After breezing
through the qualifying races
with a first place from grid
four and third place from
grid eleven and scoring
the highest points of al the
twenty two competitors,
Uhlenberg started the
twenty five lap final from
grid one, grabbed the lead
at the race start and stayed
there until  completion,
carving his way through the
back markers and unable to
be challenged for the top
spot on the podium.

The racing for the
Minisprint class resulted
in a great outcome for the
local drivers with Cody
Ogle taking second place
and Regan Ogle third. Cody
Ogle was lucky to survive a
half spin of his own doing
early in the race without
losing too much ground and
was able to rein in Cameron
Hurley who had made a pass
for third place during Ogle’s
mishap and then went one
better on a late race restart
to pass his brother Regan.
Stratford competitors filled
the first five spots in the
championship with Hurley
fourth behind Ogle and
Duane Hickman fifth.

Liam Whelan, who was
racing for the first time since
an injury last season brought
more success for Taranaki
competitors when he won the
Under-23 Stockcar Champs
by a one point margin over

Thursday, March 13, 2025

Uhlenberg nabs second national title

Palmerston North driver
Josh Mulcahy. Current New
Zealand Stockcar Champion
Caleb Ireland from Hawkes
Bay was third. Thirty eight
cars raced in the event with
drivers travelling from as
far north as Auckland and
as far south as Dunedin,
with most tracks in between
represented.

The Saloon class raced
for their Mountain Motors
Taranaki Champs and after
wining the first two races,
Bradley Korff looked to
be the man to beat and
eventually was, but things
did look a little dire for him
in race three when he got a
little greedy and rather than
settling for second place in
the race behind Craig Korff
and guaranteeing the win
overall, he attempted an
outside pass, clipped the
wall and dropped back to
fourth. He still managed to

win the event by the smallest
of margins - one point.
Craig Korff was second and
Palmerston North driver
Jonathan Mason third.

Streetstocks raced for their
Holdin Heaven Taranaki
Champs also with nine
local competitors joined by
Corry Terito from Auckland
and Jason Dunn who races
out of Whanganui. Dylan
Smith was the clear winner
after finishing second in
race one and then winning
the next two. Things were a
little closer behind him with
Jared Pryce and Dunn being
tied on points for second
and third. A four-lap run off
was utilized to determine the
finishing order with Pryce
unable to stop Dunn who
took second place, Pryce
third.

Jarrod MacBeth
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Riki-i_éeKaJri (#2'3) and Samuel Murray haveacomiﬁg

together duringracingfor theUnder 23 Stockcar Champs

on Saturday Night.

Cookies Motorsport Photography.

Young drivers show their skills

Speedway’s youngest
competitors showed that
they know their way around
the racetrack when the
Repco Youth Ministock
Spectacular was held at the
Dicksons Service Centre
sponsored event at Five Star
Liquor Stratford Speedway
on Saturday night (March 8).

Available to drivers from

the ages of twelve to sixteen,
the Youth Ministock class
not only provides racing
opportunities  but  aso
teaches valuable car handling
skills, life skills and works
as a great stepping stone to
the bigger classes.

The Youth Spectacular
featured visiting cars from
throughout the North Island
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HAWERA DROP IN SESSIONS

Where: The Foundry, 130 High S

Toi Foundation staff will be available for drop
in sessions at the Foundry in Hawera
every Wednesday 11am - 3pm

Our team will be able to assist you with any
funding, application or reporting queries

No appointment necessary

treet, Hawera 4610

as well as a whole bunch
of locals and was the junior
competitors’ opportunity to
headline the evenings events
at Speedway.

Competitors were  split
into boys’ and girls’ groups
and raced throughout the
evening. Wellington racer
Nikyah Pou dominated the
racing in the girls’ division,

Seconds after this photo, Matt Hill

(#112) found himself sitting on top of the concrete
wall. His teams mates for Naki Bits went on to win the Demolition Derby Teams

Racing event on Saturday night.

placing second in her first
race and then winning the
next two to take the top
step of the podium by a
very comfortable margin.
Stratford driver Lucy Joblin
and another Waellington
competitor, Courtney
Clayton were tied on equal
points for second place.
Joblin made a last lap pass
on Clayton to take second
overall with the latter third.
In the boys’ division,
Stratford  driver  Liam
Cronin-Prouse was the most
consistent, earning  two
second places and a fourth
over his three races to amass
a points total of sixty one,
enough to win the event by
a three point margin from
club mate Blake Luscombe.
Wellington  driver Jesse

McPhee beat Stratford driver
Riley Symes in a run off to
take third place.

A near full field of twenty

eight stockcars raced for
the King of the Mountain
Champs. Despite some
handling issues in race two,
Shane Denham’s two second
places and a fifth made
him the man to beat and he
won the champs ahead of
Gisborne contracted driver
Brittany  Carpenter who
was performing very well
for her first time driving
the Stratford oval. Nathan
Alexander was third.

Four Demolition Derby
teams provided plenty of
on track carnage over four
qualifying races and two
finals. After the qualifying
races to see who would race
for third/fourth and who
would race for first/second,
we saw JYD and Unforgivin
race for third place with
JYD too strong for their
opponents and taking third.
Naki Bits and Karmageddon
faced off for first and second

Downtime Photography.

places. Despite losing one
of their cars in the first lap
when Matt Hill’s Honda
managed to become parked
on top of the concrete wall,
Naki Bits destroyed their
competition to take first
place with Karmageddon
second.

Vintage Sprintcars and
Superstocks completed
the program with the
Sprintcars giving an insight
into how speedway used to
be while the Superstocks
provided some good racing.
Competition was tight with
Repco vouchers up for grabs
for the race winners. Brad
Uhlenberg ran away with
the race one win, William
Hughes nabbed race two
and Brad Podjursky raced a
brilliant race in race three to
take the chequered flag with
Hughes right on his tail.

Shane Denham won the King of the Mountain Stockcar Champs at Five Star Liquor

Stratford Speedway on Saturday night. Cookies Motorsport Photography.
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Success for Opunake at national carnival

Back row from left.

ﬁ Johnny Elsmore and Harpa Olliver.

Skyler Hunn, Maddie Gopperth-Brown, Henri Carr, Milly Elsmore, Harpa Olliver, Xavier LeProu, Sam Bennett

Front row frm left.

LucaHarvie, George Carr, Roy Gibson, Tyree Young, Kobe Young, Johnny Elsmore, Sidney Gibson
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Surf Life Saving NZ held
their 25th Annual National
Junior  Surf  Carnival
a Mount  Maunganui
.Opunake Surf Life Saving
Club sent 13 athletes along
to join just under 800
other competitors from

al over New Zedand.
Congratulations to all our

~ junior athletes on afantastic

effort at Oceans’ 25. We had
some outstanding results
including two national
medal holders with Harpa
Olliver placing second in
the U13 female beach flags
and Johnny Elsmore also
placing second in the U13
male beach flags.

We had five athletes
place in the top ten. Johnny
Elsmore6th placeU13 sprint
race, HarpaOlliver 7th place
Ul3 sprint race, Xavier
LeProu 7th place U13 beach
flags, Luca Harvie 9th place

U13 beach flags and Sidney
Gibson 9th place U11 board
race. A massive thank you
to John Elsmore for your
dedication coaching these
young athletes over summer
ensuring they were well
prepared for this highly
competitive event. If your
child loves the ocean,
enjoys meeting new people
and could see themselves
becoming afuturelifeguard,
contact the Opunake Surf
Life Saving Club www.
opunakesurflifesaving.com

Tara Gibson

xi‘.t Cancer
\ / Soaety
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What if you could
change the future

of cancer treatment
and care for
everyone?

Maddie Gopperth-Browﬁ

MS172 C-BE (167) MSA 70 C-B (127)
PETROL CHAINSAW m BATTERY CHAINSAW @

@ o5 S35

UPGRADE FEATURES SAVE$70  KITPRICE | TOOL ONLY You can...
-Eagier to s_tart o
* Quick Chain Tensioning oo L TS SAVE UP With a gift in your Will, you can help provide vital
* Easier to start T0 $110 . . .
« Quick Chain Tensioning emotional and practical support for families
d facing cancer and help fund lifesaving cancer
o ) e research for future generations.

If you are interested in learning about leaving a
gift in your Will for the Cancer Society contact us
for further information.

MS 251 (16”) /—\ MS291 (18”)
WO0O0DBOSS™ PETROL CHAINSAW HADE FARMBOSS™ PETROL CHAINSAW ADE

Now dP\G-j Now 'JPGB
$945 $1,195
UPGRADE FEATURES SAVE $150 UPGRADE FEATURES SAVE $180

e More power e More power
o Options for larger bar e 5¢cc larger displacement 06 356 401 1

and chain if required

Or scan here

) bequest@cancercd.org.nz %

st [4nh 08 71 Lorna Street, Westown,

New Plymouth 4310
WE PICK UP AND DELIVER TARANAKI WIDE

STIHL SHOP HAWERA

25 Glover Road, Hawera

Ph: 06 278 4753 Fax: 06 278 5682
Email: hawera@stihlshop.co.nz

For more information go to
www.cancer.org.nz/bequest

- '//:/5 SHOP
Outdoor Power Equipment

www.stihlshop.co.nz
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The only thing anybody
thinking of taking up indoor
bowls needsto bring along is
a pair of flat shoes.

Unlike its outdoor cousin
you don’'t even have to bring
along your own set of bowls
as these are supplied.

The clubs that make up
the Taranaki Indoor Bowls
Centre are gearing up for

inners of the Tarnaki vs Manawatu Shield

the start of the season and
are keen to get in touch
with anyone interested in
taking up the sport. Further
into the future they are
looking forward to 2027
when they host the national
championships for the first
time, to be held at The Hub
in Hawera.

Trevor Bourne who has

Al "

|

Neil Vince, Paul Midgeley (skip) and Stephen Vince.
Triplesteam third in New Zealand.

[ TERDDEPOSIT

(] TEROREPAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS

@YAMAHA

FRevsourkicer:

#59

SEE CRAIG ATTHE CENTRAL DISTRICTS FIELD DAYS

U YMI

(Garey

AL OTER (dnE

06 784756
309 S0UTH ROAD HAWERA
BALEVMCPART e XTRALONT @
WOVILBALEYMOTORCYCLELLONT
ST 10AM-1220 [ £]
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A gamefor all agesand

2

recently been made a life
member of Taranaki Indoor
Bowls says the nationals,
which are held every year, at
one time would have hosted
3000 players from around
the country. Nowadays it’s
more likely to be around a
thousand players.

At last year’ snationals, the
Taranaki triplesteam of Paul
Midgeley (skip), Neil Vince
and Stephen Vince finished
third. Stephen is Taranaki
Indoor Bowls vice-president
and is in charge of publicity.

He says he got into the game
when he was invited to the
Riverlea Club one night and
ended up in the winning
fours team.

“1 got the bug and | never
stopped,” he says.

There are 123 members of
the Taranaki Indoor Bowls
Centre which is affiliated
to Indoor Bowls New
Zealand. It is made up of
seven clubs: Turi (Patea),
Turuturu, Normanby,
Otakeho, Riverlea, Cardiff
and Stratford. The season
lasts from March through to
September.

“It's an easy game to pick
up and relatively easy to
learn,” saystreasurer Andrea
Berry. “You can turn up and
bowl and there's aways
coaching available. You
don’t need to bring anything
as everything is supplied.
Just bring flat shoes. It’s
a sport that encourages all
ages and abilities from 10
to 80 plus. It caters for all
abilities, whether they want
to play social or competitive.
Some players come aong
and it's their only socid
outing, while others play
competitively.”

Trevor Bourne says it was
family that got him into the
sport.

“l used to get dragged
along and | just carried on
with it. My brothers played
and it just filtered through,”
he said. When he finished
rugby, indoor bowls took
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all abilities

-

Trevor and Sue Bourne.

over.

So what keeps him coming
back?

“Justthe love of it,” he says.
“There's the fellowship and
meeting everybody. You
travel all over New Zealand
and have great weekends
away. There’s  always
something on.”

Trevor playshisbowlswith
the Normanby and Cardiff
Clubs. Normanby has been
going for 77 years, while
Cardiff is a comparatively
younger club, which is 53
years-old.

He is a Taranaki selector
and has had some bowling
success along the way.
In 2018, he and his wife
Sue won the North Island
Pairs at Belt Road, New

Plymouth, and last year
they finished runners up
in the pairs of the New
Zealand Masters Nationals

held at Whangarei.
Trevor and Sue, with
Michelle  Watts  have

also finished third in the
National Triples at Rotorua.

The Otakeho, Turuturu
and  Normanby  clubs
meet on Monday nights,
while the Turi, Cardiff
and Stratford clubs meet
on Tuesday nights and the
Riverlea Club meets on
Wednesday nights. See ad
on page 3 for club contact
details.

Trevor says the evening
playing times make this a
great game for the family
to be involved in.

Opunake Basketball Association Women
repeat Coach McKean Memorial Cup win
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HOW ARE YOU GETTING ON

WITH YOUR AB SOLUTIONS?
We're here to help!

Design & Fabrication
tal 027 255 8677

06 752 8138 elders

Email us at coastalwelders@ xtra.co.nz
WAREA

OpunakeWomen'’sbasketball team havewon the Coach
McKean Memorial Cup again this year with strong
performances against the other Taranaki teams from
Waitara, Hawera, Stratford and New Plymouth. Back
from left Paige Taylor, Jenna Kensington, Ella Bright,
Tessa Cook, Eva Langton, Zoe Kensington, Front row
Beth Cook, Olivia Bright, Lily Bright, Simone Cook
manager .

The Opunake women's team (made up of three sets of
sisters) claimed the trophy for the third consecutive
year.

Eva Langton was named MVP in the final against
Waitara Women’s. Every team member started playing
miniball with the Opunake Basketball programme.
Congratulations team.



WANT TO DO BUSINESS
IN OUR AREA?

TALK TO US

NEW
PLYMOUTH

Promote

Opunake and Coastal
News is distributed free
to every home and
business within the rural
area, bounded in the
north by the New
Plymouth city border,
extending east to
Egmont Village, and
around to the edge of
Stratford, south to the
Hawera city border and
inland to Kaponga and
through Eltham.

We are an independent
newspaper based in
Opunake, which is
targeting both the towns
and rural communities
and we aim to have news
coverage within all the
areas of our distribution.

We want to be involved
with your business
call today and discuss
your marketing options
with the team.

COVERING
THE COAST

your business OPUNAKE & COASTAL

S NI WS

call us on + 23 Napier St, Opunake * Ph/Fax 761-7016
(06) 761-7016 » email: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

or event
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Reluctance at The V| Ilage GaII ery

From March 11 to April
5 Kery Waker will
run his exhibition titled
“Reluctance,” at The Village
Galery in Stratford which
will showcase prints on
canvas aong with selected
original works.

Kerry Walker has been
painting since the age of
six, balancing his passion
for art with his career as
a builder. His work is
deeply inspired by life,
often evolving over many
years before completion.
Working primarily  with
oils on canvas, he focuses

inviting viewers to immerse
themselvesin the scene.

Although Kerry paints
for the love of it rather
than for exhibitions, his
work has been featured
at the Academy of Fine
Arts in Waellington, The
Prince of Wales Trust Art
Awards, and numerous other
exhibitions over the years.
His upcoming exhibition,
Reluctance, will showcase
prints on canvas along with
selected original works.

“I'd like people to be
inspired by the scene and the
light striking that scene that

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

on capturing light and | have created,” Kerry says.
atmosphere in landscapes,

RELUCTANCE

AN exHiBITIoN BY KERRY WALKER

Reluctance — An Exhibition by Kerry Walker.

Coastal Care celebrates 10 years

A message from the team at Coastal Care:

As part of our journey, we would love you to join us to
celebrate 10 years of CoastalCare. Monday 7th April 1pm
to 3pm.

Please RSVP by 31st March for catering purposes

On the day we have a few speakers, our history boards
11 MARCH - 5 APRIL and current services, we would love for you to test your
knowledge with our Coastal Care quizon the day and provide

THE VILLAGE GALLERY 166 HIGH STREET, ELTHAM any feedback to help us continue to make CoastalCare all
OPEN TUES -SAT 10AM-3PM about our community.

.

We are also collecting items for a Time capsule so please bring an item to place in our

2025 OPEN DAY

Wednesday 19 March
Join us anytime between 10am and 2pm

Experience Excellence
in Education

Discover what makes our school
unique. We offer:

e Personalised learning and small
class sizes

e Strong academic focus and
student success

e Vibrant sports and cultural
opportunities

e Flexible boarding options:
weekly, part-boarding (2/3 nights) or day student

e Daily transport available from and to New Plymouth and Hawera

e Anintegrated Anglican Year 9 to Year 13 boarding and day school
in the heart of Taranaki.

Meet our teachers, staff and students, explore our facilities, and learn
about the exceptional education we offer.

Join us at our Boarding Open Day on
Friday 22 March, starting at 10.15am.

Contact us for a prospectus or take a virtual tour through our website.

For your invitation, please register at:

Visit us at Taranaki Diocesan and see why our students thrive
NPBHS.SCHOOL.NZ

TE KURA PI'OPATANGA 0 WAKAA'URANGI
Broadway North, Stratford

TARANAKI Telephone: 06 765 5333
DIOCESAN Email: office@taranakidio.schoolnz

Website: www.taranakidio.school.nz
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS Follow us on Facebook: Taranaki Diocesan School for Girls

—
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New Plymouth Operatic Society announces leading
ladies for Season of Chicago

The New Plymouth
Operatic Society is thrilled
to announce the casting of
Becky McEwan as Roxie
Hart and Andrea Michelle
as Velma Kelly in the
highly anticipated Season
of Chicago. This dazzling
production of the iconic
musical will run from 3rd
July to 19th July at the TSB

Showplace.
Becky McEwan returns
to the New Plymouth

Operatic Society stage as
the ambitious and cunning
Roxie Hart. McEwan trained
at the South Seas Film and
Television Academy before

launching a  successful
screen career, including
her memorable role as

Tess on Shortland Street
and appeared as Jess in the
Power Rangers Super Ninja
Steel television series.
Joining her in the spotlight

Becky McEwan plays Roxie Hart.

is Andrea Michelle as the
fiery and charismatic Velma
Kelly.  Michelle brmgs
a wealth of experience

and training, holding a
Bachelor of Fine Arts and
having honed her craft at
the American Musical and

Andrea Michelle plays Velma Kelly.

Plymouth Operatic Society
stage in past productions,
and the Society is delighted
to welcome them back
in these iconic roles that

promise show-stopping
performances.
Marketing Manager

Tracey Blake says, “Tickets
are selling well, and we’re
certain this season will sell
out. Patrons are advised not
to leave it to the last minute
to avoid disappointment.”

“With unforgettable songs,
sharp choreography, and a
sizzling storyline of fame,
fortune, and all that jazz, this
season of Chicago is set to
be a theatrical event not to
be missed.”

3 July — 19 July 2025. TSB
Showplace, New Plymouth

Dramatic Academy (AMDA)
in New York.

Both McEwan and Michelle
have graced the New

Journeys - Our Way

‘from out of the blue studio
gallery’ is enjoying sharing
with our visitors the current
exhibition Journeys - Our
Way by The Kapiti Creatives
Group which will run until
24th March. In the collection
are works that push the
boundaries of embroidery to
share stories about different
kinds of Journeys the 12
artists have taken or are still
taking. The range includes
Kawandi Style quilts, artists
books, coat pins through to
framed abstract stitch works.
Something for everyone to
enjoy.

Following on from this
show ‘from out of the blue
studio gallery’ will be
hosting ART&SCIENCE and
The Textile Curious. This
exhibition is a collaboration
between artists from Dunedin
School of Art and The
Otago University Scientific

One of the pieces in the exhibition.

A

We will be looking for your feedback on the day
Please come with your thoughts on:
* What's working well? * Where we could improve? * What's next?

Tts ear 10t ﬁi-?ﬁﬁd&?!’

CoastalCare
Harumarwy ki Ta
Hralld g Ceereuawh Crres

It's been 10 years since CoastalCare opened
it's doors and we would love you to
come celebrate with us at
CoastalCare
26 Napier St
Opunake on
Monday 7th April, 1-3pm

Complimentary Drinks and Nibbles
REWP by 5pm 31st March to
Facility Manager Aretha Macadam
on info#l coastalcarecconz or 021 729 471

SECOND WIND
SECOND HAND SHOP

Selling clean quality items at
reasonable prices.

Department. Pam McKinley
has curated the works and
is travelling to Opunaké to
assist with the installation
On Friday 28th March you
are invited to join us to hear

NOW BUYING!

Open Tues - Sat 10am-2pm

Motorua Shopping Centre | Text 022 184 3796

Pam talk and to Open the
Exhibition. This will be an
evening event - from 6 pm
and we will serve drinks
and nibbles. Please come
and hear about speed dating
between artists and scientists
- fascinating results.

18 Halse Place. Opunake,
4616. Open  Thursdays
to Mondays 1-5 pm, by
appointment ph. 021 407
424. Late night Special
Opening event Friday 28th
March from 6pm.

Crazy cheese deals with a great selection of —
* Brie & Camembert * Haloumi, Havarti and Goudas
* Blues * Cheddars, Cheddar offcuts and more!

Find us down the ONE-WAY street at 1 Bridge St, Eltham
We are open Mon - Fri 9am to 4pm

4 7

EVERYBODY'S THEATRE

OPUNAKE

72 Tasman Street, Opunake | www.everybodystheatre.co.nz

Tin?
2hr 5mins | M Fri 14 Mar 7PM

William Tell
2hr 13mins | M Sat 15 Mar 7PM

Black Bag

Mar 7PM

September 5
1hr 32mins | M Sun 23 Mar 1PM

The Last Showgirl
1hr 28mins | M Fri 28 Mar 7PM

1hr 383mins | M Sun 16 Mar 7PM | Sat 22

1hr 27mins | G Sat 15 Mar 1PM | Sat 22

1hr 45mins | M Sun 16 Mar 1PM | Fri 21

2hr 17mins | M Thu 20 Mar 7PM | Sun 23

Bonhoeffer: Pastor. Spy. Assassin.

10 Lives

Mar 1PM
SPIT

Mar 7PM
Mickey 17

Mar 7PM

2hr 12mins | M Thu 27 Mar 7PM

Tin?

Violence, offensive
language & suicide

references | 2hr 5mins |
Rated: M
Fri 14 Mar 7PM

10 Lives
1hr 27mins | Rated: G
Sat 15 Mar 1PM
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ONGOING

Movies at Everybodys Theatrein
Opunake: Playing several days and nights
each week. Refer timetable in newspaper.
MONDAYS: The Barnabas Centre - St
Barnabas Church Hall, 141 Tasman
Street Opunake: Each Monday 10 am -
12:30 pm. Information call Jenny 7618080
or Glenys 6558025

Beginners Social Dance Classes: Central
School Hall, New Plymouth, 7pm.
TUESDAYS

Opunake Walking Group: Every Tuesday
10am. Meet outside Club Hotel on Havel ock
St. Phone Margaret 027 477 5600 for more
info if needed, or just turn up.

Pungarehu Golf Club Twilight: Tee-off
between 4.30 & 6.30pm.

OpunakeDistrict RSA: Meet 1st Tuesday
of every month at 5.30pm at the Opunake
Fire Station. Financial Members are
welcome to attend.

WEDNESDAYS

Coastal Young Farmers. Meet 2nd
Wednesday of every month at 7pm at
Butlers Reef Bar & Cafe, Oakura.

Lisa Keen Audiology at Coastal Care,
Opunake: Wednesdays 9am - 5pm, for an
appointment call 027 591 4222 - 0800 555
676

Okato & District Historical Society
open every Wednesday: At the Okato
Community Trust Hall, 47 Cumming St,
Okato. phone Meg on 06 752 4566.
Opunake Embroiders Guild: Meet
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month,
10.30am-3pm at the Opunake Business
Centre, Napier St, Opunake. Just come
along or phone Sheryl 06 761 87609.

Okato Market: In Hempton Hall, Okato
4pm to5 .30pm.

Free singing experience with Taranaki
Harmony Chorus: Meet every Wednesday
at Inglewood Mamaku Centre, 7-9.30 pm
Phone Helen 021 296 0700.

THURSDAYS

Egmont Euchre Club: Every Thursday
1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club.
Inquiries, 06 761 8337 or 06 761 8607.
Taranaki Country Music Hall of Fame,
Manaia: Running every Thursday night
from 7.30pm, 11 Surf Highway, South
Road, Manaia

FRIDAYS

Eltham Business Association Friday
Markets: 9:30am to 1pm, Carpark of
Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.
Beginners Social Dance Classes: Oakura
Hall, 6.15pm.

AT THE CLUB HOTEL THIS WEEK:
Monday: Burger specia $15, Happy Hours
3pm- 6pm; Tuesday: Pork ribs $20, Pool
Tournament 7pm; Wednesday: Pizza night
2for $24, Poker night $30 buy in; Thur sday:
Steak night for $20, Poker Night $27 buy in;
Friday: Pensionerslunch $15, Lamb Shank
$20; Saturday; Chicken Schnitzel $20;
Sunday: Roast night $20 Complimentary
dessert for dine in customers.

NOVEMBER 2 - MAY 11, 2025

Lalaga Exhibition: At the Govett Brewster
Art Gallery, New Plymouth.

FEBRUARY 13 - MARCH 24

Journeys - Our Way Exhibition: At the from
out of the blue studio galery, Halse Place,

WHAT'S ON
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introduction to French poetry
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Opunake..

MARCH 11 - APRIL 5

Reluctance - An exhibition by Kerry Walker: At The Village
Gallery, Eltham.

MARCH 17

Grey Power South Taranaki AGM: Senior Citizens Hall, Hawera,
10am.

MARCH 18

Taranaki Rural Support Trust Community Dinner: Warea
Domain, 6pm

MARCH 19

Toi Foundation staff will be available for drop-in session at The
Foundry, Hawera from 11am-3pm every Wednesday.

Taranaki Diocesan 2025 Open Day: At Taranaki Diocesan School
for Girls, Stratford. 10am-2pm.

Taranaki Rural Support Trust Community Dinner: Otakeho Hall,
6pm

MARCH 22
New Plymouth Boys High School Boarding Open Day: See ad in
thisissue
MARCH 27
Taranaki Rural Support Trust Community Dinner: Kapuni Hall,
6pm
MARCH 29
Cancer Society Relay for Life: TET Stadium & Events Centre,
Inglewood. 10.30am-10.30pm
APRIL 4
Taranaki Rural Support Trust Golf Day: Opunake Golf Course. See
ad in thisissue for detalls.
APRIL 7
Coastal Care 10th Birthday Celebration: At Coastal Care, Opunake,
1-3pm.
The next issue of the Opunake & Coastal
News is March 27. Call us to be in it.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

‘Grey Power

:\MN EW ZEALAND FEDERATION INCORFORATED

GREY POWER

SOUTH TARANAKI =7
Annual General Meeting
17th March, 10am
Senior Citizens Hall
81 Victoria Street Hawera
Guest Speaker: Aaron Foley
- From Halliwells

All welcome
Jackie Morrow, Secretary

TUMAHU HALL TUMAHU HALL
AGM CENTENNIAL
27th March High Tea & Birthday Cake
7pm April 12
2417 Wiremu Rd Ipm
Okato 2417 Wiremu Rd
All welcome Okato

WANTED TO BUY

Stevenson Calf Rearing

MILK & COLOSTRUM WANTED
Pickingup 24/7

Our tanker handles large volumes

Ph. Mark or Trish on 0800 350 340 or txt
027 495 2897 E: markstevo@xtra.co.nz
Troy Stevenson 027 469 7636
E: troystevo@gmail.com

KANE BARRETT

LIVESTOCK

CALF MILKWANTED

Any volumes - 24/7
027 4036469 | kanebarrettlivestock@outlook.com

SCRAP METAL - for dl

Also OLD BOTTLES and moltenmetals.co.nz
stone crocks. Private
collector. Top prices paid.

Ph Paul 021 141 8029

1£9.89.89.¢0.9989,89 2984

The next issue News is
due out on March 27.

WANTED TO BUY: scrap metal Taranaki wide,
OLD NZ PRE-DECIMAL giveusacall. Molten Metals
BANKNOTES (06) 751 5367.  www.

LIVING AWAY FROM
OPUNAKE BUT WANT
TO KEEP UP WITH
WHAT’S GOING ON?

Subscribe to the Opunake & Coastal
News and we’ll post you a paper as
soon as it’s out!

06 761 7016
OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

KAPUNI
HALL

Available for hire

For more information
Ph Olivia 027 261 5665

editorial @ opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
ads @ opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
accounts @ opunakecoastalnews.co.nz

Phone: 06 761 7016
23 Napier St, Opunake

OPUNAKE & COASTAL

NEWS

AB & DM SYBRANDY
CONTRACTING
LTD - Avalable Now
- Firewood , Screened
Topsoil & BRANDY'S
BOTANICALS BARN-
Indoor Plants, Home &
Giftware, Seeds & More.
6m3 Split Pine $480.00,
6m3 Split Mac $600.00
supplied & delivered
Hawera, Normanby, Manaia
areas - other areas may
incur small delivery fee.
Orders and Payment can
be made by phoning Andy
0274456464 or caling into
Brandy's Botanicals Barn-
15 Livingston Rd Hawera.-
WINZ Quotes, Afterpay &
Eft-posavaliabel at the Barn.

TRADES & SERVICES

GAM

0 027 266 1555

Compact Tractor Contractor
For all your small tree cutting down and chipping
Average to large garden rotary hoeing

Lifestyle block paddock topping and mowing
Horse paddock harrowing

Gravel driveways and raceways graded

Grant McGilvary

tractor1boat2@gmail.com

HTG CONSTRUCTION

Hakatea@htgconstruction.org
027 904 9796

New Builds
Renovations
Extensions
Decks
Fences

| HEADSTONES

0508 76388437

GRAZING AVAILABLE
Phone Richard 027 510
9667.

This newspaper is subject
to NZ Press Coucil
procedures. A complaint
must first be directed in
writing within one month of
publication to the Opunake
& Coastal News email
address. If not satisfied with
the response , the complaint
may be referred to the Press
Council, PO Box 10879, The
Terrace, WWellington 6143.
Or use the online complaint
form at www.presscouncil.
org.nz.  Please include
copies of the article and all
correspondence with the
publication.

CARPETS second hand,
large  selection  After
Disaster Ltd 223 Devon St
West, NP. Phone (06) 769
9265

WORK WANTED

TREE WORK. Tree
removal. Garden and
property maintenanve.

Landscaping and logging.
Rates from $35 per hour. Ph
021 792 308.

The Opunake & Coastal
News is distributed free to
every home and business
within the rural areaq,
bounded in the north by the
New Plymouth City border,
extending east to Egmont
Village and around to the
edge of Stratford, south
to the border of Hawera

township and inland to
Kaponga and through
Eltham.
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ROUND BALE Silage
available. Milking quality.
Ph Alistair 027 3844 822.

N

Accounting for the future, today
23 Napier Street, Opunake

Office Rooms/ Board Room available
Long term, short term or casual basis
Building has kitchen facilities, wheelchair access, cleaning
services and plenty of parking on Napier Street or at rear
of building on King Street.
Inquiries to Clare Moss - Ph 06 278 4169
clare.moss@hughson.co.nz

CHURCH NOTICES

Opunake Co-operating Parish
Havelock Street, Opunake - St Pauls - 9.30am every Sunday
Rahotu - Wesley - 11am first Sunday of the month

Okato Co-operating Parish

Okato — St. Paul’s — Sunday Service every 1st and 3rd
Sundays of each month, 10.00am
Oakura — St. James — Sunday Service every 2nd and 4th
Sundays of each month, 10.00am
Mid-week open church — Okato — St. Paul’s —
Pew for You, every 3rd Wednesday of each month,

4.30pm-6.00pm

Opunake Catholic Church
St Martins, Pungarehu: Temporarily closed - no Masses
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Opunake: 10am every Sunday

Other areas
Sacred Heart, Manaia - Temporarily closed - No Masses
St Joseph's, Hawera - Every Sat at 5pm; Every Sun at 9am
St Patrick's, Patea - 4th Sunday of month; 11.00am
St Francis de Sales, Waverley - 2nd Sunday of month;
11.00am

St Patricks Catholic Church, Kaponga
Sunday Mass 8.45am.
Thursday Mass 10.00am (subject to change).

St Patricks Catholic Church, Okato
Saturday Vigil 6.00pm - weekly

The Wave
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10.30am
Women'’s Group 10am Tuesday
Men’s Group 7pm Wednesday
Come along or contact
Belinda Philp
027 935 6191

St. Barnabas Anglican Church
141 Tasman St, Opunake
Sunday Services 10am
Communion 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday
Prayer & Praise 1st Sunday
Every 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather for
a Combined Service

Okato Community Church
Meets 10.30am Sunday at Hempton Hall.
Everyone welcome

St John’s Community Church. Kaponga
Cnr West and Egmont Streets.
Sunday Services 10.30am followed by morning tea

Manaia Union Fellowship
Terou St. Manaia.
Meet 10am every 3rd Sunday of the month with communion

Friend & Fellowhip Group
Thursdays @ Manaia
Support our Faith and support each other with Prayer
and Bible study
Encouraging interactive discussion and Praise
All are welcome
We would love it if you could come
Rodney & Val 274 8550 or 0272384187

St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
90 Regan St., Stratford,
9:00am Sunday: Breakfast and Study
10:30am: Breakfast is followed by "Coming Together
Worship Service"
Thursday: Study Group at 2 pm at 96b Brecon Rd.,

Stratford.
Contact Rev. John Mattock 027 2039799
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meritcars

with distinction

VISIT WEBSITE MERITCARS.CO.NZ

OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS

493 DEVON STREET EAST, STRANDON, NEW PLYMOUTH

CALL US TODAY 06 281 1925

2012 Toyota RAV4 2013 Toyota YARIS YR 2016 Holden Captiva LT
POPULAR NZ NEW SUV NZ NEW 5 SPEED 7 SEATER AWD
2WD, Cruise Control, Bonnet Protector, VVT-i, WT-i, Tow Bar, Alloy Wheels, reversing Camera, 6 Cylinder, Roof Rails, Parking Sensors, Auto
2362cc, Petrol, Auto, 171kms 1.3, Petrol, Manual, 116kms Headlights, Daytime Running Lights, Tow Bar,

2997cc, Petrol, 6 Spd Auto, 124kms

$12,995

$10,995 $15,995 ¥
2021 HYUNDAI KONA 2.0 LIMITED

ALL ON ROAD COSTS INCLUDED PLUS TANK OF FUEL. ONE STOP SHOP FOR FINANCE, WARRANTIES & FREE SMILES

2019 Mitsubishi ASX BLK
LOW KM, NZ NEW, STUNNING
Multi Airbags, Tinted Windows, Daytime Running

Lights, Panoramic Sunroof, 2.0, Petrol, CVT, 55kms

$21,995

ey THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL.:
2017 Holden COMMODORE VF2 SV6

Auto Headlights, Alloy Wheels, 2WD, Electric mirrors,
Keyless Entry & Ignition, 3.5, Petrol, Auto, 194kms

$32,995

2017 Ford Fiesta SPORT
LOW KM NZ NEW HATCH
Factory Body Kit, ECOBOOST, Turbo, Driving Lights,
999cc, Petrol, Auto, 68kms

™ . .

2015 Toyota COROLLA GX
NZ NEW 6 SPD MANUAL HATCH
Cuise Control, Stability Control, Reversing Camera,
VVT-i, 1798cc, Petrol, Manual, 208kms

2021 Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross VRX
360 Degree Cameras, Dual Sunroofs, Daytime
Running Lights, Turbo, ABS Braking, 1.5, Petrol,
CVT, 29kms

$29,99

2010 HYUNDAI Santa Fe CRDI ELITE 2015 Ford KUGA 2017 Ford Escape TREND AWD

4X4 TURBO DIESEL _LOW KM NZ NEW SuvV 4WD, ECOBOOST, Blind Spot Monitoring,
Alloy Wheels, Nose Guard, Roof Rack, Tow Bar, 7 AWD, Stability Control, Tow Bar, Turbo, Keyless Tinted Windows, Fog lights, 2.0, Petrol, Auto,
Seater, Tinted Windows, 2.2, Diesel, Auto, 228kms Start, 1596cc, Petrol, Auto, 53kms 123kms

$19,995 $16,995

visitT MERITCARS.CO.NZ

VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY - SEE ONSITE SPECIALS

2012 Toyota HIGHLANDER LTD
GREAT 7 SEATER TOW VEHICLE
4WD, Tinted Windows, 6 Cylinder, Roof rails.
Alloy Wheels, traction Control, 3456cc, petrol,
Auto, 212kms

$16,995

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Ph 06 281 1925 ¢ Chris Elliot 027 471 5972
Ph 06 757 3585 ¢ Jamie Henry 021 556 223






